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Novel (Horse) chapter 14 & 15
(Steven Neu)

Steven Neu, the author of <<Elegy of
American Indians>> published in Canada. He
lives in Calgary with his wife Eileen, son Craig,
and dog Ace.

Chapter 13

I knew the first night back at the camp
would be very hard for Mah. The best
solution for him was alcohol. I bought three

bottles of booze and two grilled chickens. I

had a plan to let him to drink with me all
night.

However, Mah disappeared after he left
Captain Ding’s office. I looked for him but
couldn’t find him. It was getting darker and
darker. I searched everywhere in the camp:
the chicken coup, the pigsty, even rat holes.
He was nowhere to be found. He had
evaporated like a dewdrop.

I was morose and returned to my room,
started drinking and eating by myself. Now,
the night became very hard for me!

After midnight, I had drunk two bottles
of booze. I was very drunk. Raising my
head, 1 looked up at the dark blue sky
through the window. The moon was
beautiful, like a round dish made of ice, with
melted edges that were a little bit fuzzy.

I staggered out of my trailer to pee. A
puff of cold wind swept over me. I shivered.
The wind seemed to sober me up a little bit.
Where is Mah? Goddamn it! I should find
him and then continue to drink.

“Mah! Where are you? Did you die? ” I
yelled out.

My shouting pierced through the cold,
quiet night. It sounded extremely coarse and
sharp. I laughed, and shouted again.

“Fuck your mom! Are you crazy - You
Bastard! You woke me up!” Big Stick yelled

as he walked towards me.
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I turned around and ran into my room. |
came out again with a cleaver in my hand.

“Fuck your mom Big Stick! I haven’t
forgotten how you beat me up like a dog.
Now, it is time to get you back. I will kill
you!” I yelled with excitement, and charged
at him.

I raised my cleaver high, and aimed at his
forehead. I wanted to split his fucking pig
head open! However, I felt a heavy blow to
my jaw. It launched me into the air. I flew
over a fence into the pig sty behind me. I

landed in a big stack of pig shit. It was thick,

soft, and warm, like a mattress.

In a blur, I saw Big Stick jump over the
fence and run towards me. I spotted a shovel
and grabbed it. I ran towards him. I wanted
to kill the bastard!

I saw a shadow in the dark. That’s him! I
waved the shovel as hard as I could. I felt
my shovel hit a soft body and I heard a
horrible squeal. It’s him! Big Stick! Yes! I
knocked him down!

I raised my shovel again, one, two,
three... He continued to squeal. How could
Big Stick scream like a pig? It didn’t matter.
I didn’t have time to worry about it. All I
could think was: Kill him!

I pounded him harder and harder. The
squeal gradually faded away until it was
quiet again. Good! I killed the son of a
bitch!

[ didn’t stop though. I wanted to
completely pound Big Stick into the dirt, so
we wouldn’t have to bury his disgusting pig
body.

I was sweating heavily, panting, and
grew extremely tired. As I dropped the
shovel, I fell to the ground. My job was
done.

The workers ran out of their trailers.
They dragged me back to my room. They
took off my clothing, and laid me in bed. I
immediately fell asleep.

Killing a guy was a hard work, wasn’t it?

I did not know how long I had slept. I
woke up thirsty. The room was dim and
filled with the smell of cigarettes. There
were lots of people in my room. My head
felt like it was going to explode. In a daze
while I was half sleeping, I heard them
chatting.

“Where is Big Stick now?”

“Fuck, how would I know?”
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“Is he still sleeping?”

“Yup! Like a pig!”

“The son of a bitch drank two big bottles
of booze by himself. Two, entire bottles!
Unbelievable!”

“I guess he was too drunk to know what
he was doing.”

“He was crazy!”

“Did he die?”

“Of course he died. His fucking head was
smashed like pumpkin! ”

“There was blood everywhere.”

“Damn horrible!”

“Scared the shit out of me!”

“We need to be far away from this
mother fucker when he gets drunk next
time.”

“Ya! He’s pretty dangerous!”

What?! I killed Big Stick? I smashed his
head open? What did I do? No! It wasn’t
me!

Goddamn it! I'm going to jail. ’'m going
to be sentenced to death, like Chick. I cried.
My stomach cramped. I vomited some
yellow liquid, and fell asleep again. I started
to dream.

My hands were tied tight behind my
back. I stood on a truck, trembling. There
were two bailiffs behind me with guns. A

big paper plate dangled from my neck. It

stated “homicide criminal”, and a bloody,
thick mark crossed out my name.

When the truck arrived at the execution
field, I was booted to the ground. I kneeled
down, facing a hill. Thousands of people
stood around, laughing and chatting. I knew
that Captain Ding, the Party Representative
and all of the roughnecks were among the
spectators.

Where is Mah? He must be ready to
claim my corpse. He would wrap my bloody
head with gauze, making me look like an
ancient Egyptian mummy. He would change
me into a new set of clothes, and cremate
me. He would bring my urn to my mom in
the city. At least I would return to my
hometown without begging or having to
marry an ugly girl.

Oh! Dear mom, when holding my urn in
your hands, you will cry like a baby.

Bye-bye Mom! I love you!

Bye-bye Mah! I will miss you!

“Ready!”

“Aim!”

“Fire!”

“Ping!” “Ping!” “Ping!”

Hot, sharp bullets drilled through the
back of my head, and blew my entire face
up...

I suddenly woke up. My body was

paralysed, and drenched in sweat.
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It was light already. The sun was rising.
Mah was sitting on my bed, looking at me
quietly.

“Where the fuck have you been?” I
shouted at him, sputtering. “I could not find
you last night. I had to drink by myself. I
was drunk. I was not myself. I killed Big
Stick! I smashed him into the dirt! Did you
guys call the police yet? I’'m going to get the
death penalty. ”

There was no expression on Mah’s face.
“You won’t be sentenced!” he said.

“I wish! I fucking killed a guy!” I yelled.

“Calm down! You didn’t kill anybody.”

“What?”

“You killed a pig, a very fat pig.”

Chapter 14

I got an offer from a university in New
York. My hands were shaking when I tore
open the envelope. After skimming the
letter, I ran as fast as I could to Mah’s trailer
and showed him the letter. He glanced at it
and threw it back at me.

“Congratulations,” he said, in a dull tone.

“You seem...unhappy?” I asked.

He shook his head. “Yes, I am happy.
You finally changed your life. No, I am not
happy. I will lose you, and you’re my best

friend.”

My excitement was gone. I looked at him
and couldn’t say anything.

I went back home. My mom cried when I
showed her the offer.

“I can’t stop you, son. I know how mad
you were when I introduced that girl to you.
Now, you are leaving me to go to another
country. Are you going to marry a white
girl? I know they are pretty good-looking,”
my mom murmured.

“Mom! Stop it! What are you talking
about? I haven’t been there. How do I
know?”

“Okay! Okay! How is the weather
there?” my mom sighed, and changed the
topic.

“Winters are very cold. There is snow
everywhere,” | answered.

She nodded.

I returned to the seismic company. One
month later, my mom mailed me four
sweaters. They were so thick and heavy I
would sweat wearing one during the worst
winter storm in New York. She knitted
them day and night.

What a mom!

I went to Mah carrying the sweaters.

“I guess my mom wants me to sell these
sweaters in the United States to make

money. I won’t. I have enough money.
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Would you like to keep two of them for
yourself?” I asked.

“Sure!” Mah said, and he put one on
immediately in front of me. “Wearing a
sweater knitted by mom makes you feel
warm both inside and out.”

I turned around, feeling tears in my eyes.

The day for me to leave finally came.
Mah insisted on asking for the day-off to
accompany me to the Beijing International
Airport. I told him this was not necessary.

“This might be our final farewell,” he
insisted.

“Shut up! This is no time for bullshit! I

'7’

will see you again for sure!” I yelled at him.
The day I left was raining.

At the departure gate, Mah stopped, and

shook my hand.

“This is it! I don’t think there is anyone |
could get along with in this large, cold
country. At the moment, I really miss my
mom. Where on earth is she?” he sighed.

I stared at him and burst into tears. I

hugged him tightly.

“Mah, remember, I am your best friend!
If I am successful in the United States, I will
sponsor you to come over. Don’t do
anything stupid. Wait for my good news! ”

What a weak promise! I wasn’t sure what
would happen myself in that far away
country.

“Take care of yourself. After all, the
United States is not your home country. You
will have to start over from the very
beginning,” Mah said.

Rain, rain, and more rain, the sky was

crying like my mom on the day I left her.

(To be continued...)
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West Lake Energy

West Lake Energy Corp. is a privately held Calgary-based intermediate oil and natural gas
company focused on development and exploration in western Canada.

West Lake’s operations are focused in the Provost medium oil region and the Lloydminster
heavy oil region, which contain approximately 90% of the Corporation’s production.

The Provost medium oil region is located along the eastern edge of Alberta between Township
36-43 and Range 1-6 W4M. The main producing areas in this region are Cadogan and
Rosenheim, which target the Cummings and Dina zones at a depth of approximately 600 to 700
metres, resulting in medium gravity oil with a density of approximately 20 API. Sparky and Lithic
channels are also targeted in the Sounding Lake, Rosenheim and Provost areas, with densities
of approximately 22-28 API.

The Lloydminster heavy oil region is centered around the City of Lloydminster on the
Alberta/Saskatchewan border. This region’s production is predominantly heavy oil in the 12 to
16 API. Zones targeted include the Colony, Upper Mclaren, Sparky, General Petroleum, Rex and
Waseca at depths of 500 to 700 metres.

The remaining 10% of the Company’s production is gas-weighted and located in West Central
Alberta, Pincher Creek, and the Peace River Arch.
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