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Novel <<Horse>> chapter 23-24
(Steven Neu)

Steven Neu, the author of <<Elegy of
American Indians>> published in Canada. He
lives in Calgary with his wife Eileen, son Craig,
and dog Ace.

Chapter 23

Mah returned to the temple and reported
back to the abbot that the donator had
changed her mind. She decided to donate the
money to another temple.

“How did this happen? What did you
do?” The abbot asked. He was very
disappointed.

Mah hesitated for a while and then told
him the truth.

After Mah subdued the robber, Su
asked Mah to leave the temple and work as
her private bodyguard. To convince Mah,
she offered him a lot of money. Mah
refused. Finally, she said she would make
this a condition on her donation if he didn’t
accept.

Mah knew what would happen if he
accepted her offer. He liked and respected
her, but he had never thought about having
an affair with her. In addition, Su was
almost twenty years older than him. Mah
realized she just wanted a boy toy, or
probably a short time lover.

After further consideration, Mah turned
Su down. She was so upset she announced
she wouldn’t donate money to Mah’s temple
anymore.

After learning the story, the abbot
sighed. “This isn’t your fault. Forget about
the donation. We can recoup the loss from
other donors.”

Mah still felt sorry he couldn’t secure
the donation. “Master, I met an
entrepreneur, Mr. Bai, a few months ago. He
says I can contact him if I need help. We
need money so let me try and get a donation

from him,” he said.
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The abbot thought for a while. “It
won’t hurt to try. Please tell him we will
pray for him and his family if he makes a
donation.”

Mah nodded.

A few days later, Mah went back to the
city where he first met Mr. Bai. He called
him before visiting. Mah briefly explained
to him why he was calling. Mr. Bai didn’t
respond to him immediately. It seemed that
he was deep in thought. Holding the
receiver, Mah waited patiently.

“Come to my office. We will discuss
this further,” Mr. Bai finally said. Mah
exhaled slowly and relaxed.

Mah didn’t expect this would be a
dangerous meeting.

Since last year, Mr. Bai had been
engaged in a fierce competition for a very
lucrative project. This project would be
funded by the government. Both Mr. Bai
and his competitor had bribed the
government officials involved with the
project with large sums of money. The
government couldn’t make a final decision.
Mr. Bai and his competitor were told they
had to resolve this problem on their own. So,
Mr. Bai kidnapped his competitor’s son and
threatened he would kill him if he didn’t quit
bidding on the project. Unfortunately, the

competitor was able to rescue his son and

did the same thing to Mr. Bai. Mr. Bai didn’t
dare report the kidnapping to the police.
Several weeks had passed and he was still
struggling to rescue his son.

When Mah called him, he realized he
could use him. He had seen how good
Mah’s martial arts were. He believed Mah
had the ability to rescue his son. While he
was a Sergeant in the Special Forces, Mr.
Bai had been assigned to rescue hostages.
He knew that a successful rescue depends
upon the calibre and instincts of the person
leading the rescue, not how many people are
involved.

Now, Mah was sitting on the sofa in
Mr. Bai’s office. From their previous
conversation, Mr. Bai knew Mah was a
straightforward person. Without deceiving
him, Mr. Bai told Mah the entire truth and
what he expected him to do.

“I can give you the money you require
if you successfully rescue my son. This is
my condition, ”” Mr. Bai said.

“No! I won’t do this for you. It’s
illegal. This conversation is over.”
Instinctively, Mah stood up and walked
towards the door. However, Mr. Bai cut him
off. Staring at Mah in the eyes, he said
slowly and clearly, “Do you remember you

said you owe me and you will pay me back?
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As a man, you should keep your promise. I
need your help, now!”

Standing still, Mah raised his head and
stared back at Mr. Bai. He realized he was
trapped. Even though they only met one
time before and it was very short, Mr. Bai
seemed to know his nature very well. Yes.
Mah was an if-I-owe-you-I-will-pay-you-
back person.

They stared at each other for a while.

Finally, Mah responded. “Okay. I will
keep my promise, if you keep yours.”

“Deal!”

Mr. Bai opened a map on the table and
pointed out to him. “My son was kept in a
house in the suburbs here. There are three
guys guarding him, all of them have
weapons. They order take-out food everyday
from a nearby restaurant. Here is my plan.
Tomorrow, we will kidnap the delivery guy
and you will pretend to be him. When you
get in the house, you must subdue the guards
as quickly as you can. I believe they have
authority from their boss to kill my son if
necessary. You must be a hundred percent
sure that my son survives or you won’t get a
penny from me.”

The next day, Mah executed Mr. Bai’s
plan. He entered the house successfully.
Under the brim of his cap he scanned the

room and put the food they ordered on the

table. One of the guards handed Mah the
money.

“Raise your head,” the guy suddenly
said.

Mah did so.

The man looked at Mah suspiciously.
“Do you know me?” he asked.

“No! I don’t think so, Sir.”

“My God! Mah, it’s you! ”The man
shouted.

Surprised, Mah looked at the guy’s face
again.

“Song!” Mah shouted back.

Many years ago, when Mah was in jail, he
shared a cell with many other prisoners.
Song, a strong, smart man, was the
ringleader. Song had made the rule that the
newest prisoner had to dump and clean the
wooden toilet every morning. Mah was not
happy about this rule. He said everybody in
the cell should take turns to do this job, not
just him.

The next morning, Mah refused to do
his job. Song lit a cigarette and then nudged
a strong, tall guy beside him. This guy
approached Mah, grabbed his neck and
yelled at him.

“Don’t be stupid, man. Just do

whatever Song asks you to do. This is his
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kingdom. We all listen to him. I will beat the
shit out of you if you don’t do it.”

Mabh stood still and glanced at Song. He
nodded at Mah, grinning.

“I don’t think so,” Mah told the guy.

Right after he said this, he raised his
knee and kicked his opponent in the balls.
He cried out in pain and released Mah.
When he bent over, Mah lifted his right
elbow high and hit him on the temple. The
guy fell to the floor and passed out. This all
happened in a matter of seconds.

Song’s cigarette dropped to the floor.
The grin froze on his face.

“This guy should do it,” Mah said
pointing at the ugly man lying on the floor.

“Will he wake up soon? You just beat
the shit out of him. He smells awful,” one
guy said.

Mah glanced at him. “Don’t worry. He
will wake up. Let him he has a job to do.”

A few days later, Song approached
Mah. Before he said anything, he offered
Mah a cigarette. Mah said he didn’t smoke.
Song lit it for himself.

“I have watched you these last few days
and I realize I don’t have the ability to fight
you and win. You will be the head of this
cell now. We will all have to listen to you.
The bed I sleep in is the best one. It’s close

to the window and has sunshine and

ventilation. Since you are in charge now,
take it.”

Mah shook his head. “I'm not
interested in taking your job. I also don’t
think I should take your bed. Tell your
people to stop bullying new prisoners. I will
respect you as the head of the cell if you do
things fairly.”

Song didn’t expect Mah to respond like
this. He was stunned to speak.

“Okay. If you don’t want to take it, I
will continue on. But, to be honest with you,
I will respect you as our true leader,” Song
said.

Mah and Song became good friends.
Both of them were highly respected by the
other prisoners in the cell. But these
prisoners seemed to show more respect to
Mah. Unlike Song, Mah treated everybody
fairly.

Suspiciously, Song looked at Mah and
said, “Mah, I know you’re an honest man. |
really respect this quality in you. So tell me,
what are you doing here?”

Mah stated, “I came here to rescue the
boy you kidnapped.”

“How much did they pay you to do
this?” Song asked. His voice became cold.

Mah took off his hat and showed Song

his shaved head. “After I was released from
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jail, I became a monk. I’m asking Mr. Bai to
make a donation to my temple. He put a
condition on the donation. I must rescue his
son,” Mah explained.

“The son of a bitch,” Song snapped.
“You Buddhists shouldn’t beg for money
from him. He is fucking evil. Every penny
he makes is dirty.”

“What are you going to do to this
child?” Mah asked.

“We will kill this boy if his father
continues to compete with us. Remember,
Bai kidnapped my boss’s son first. We
learned this tactic from him.”

“I don’t think your boss or Bai are good
people. But this boy is innocent. He
shouldn’t be held responsible for what his
father has done.”

“You are right. But I will lose my job,
even my life if I allow you to take him
away,” Song said.

Suddenly, the door flew open and Mr.
Bai and his people rushed in.

The other two guards tried to fight
them off. They were killed immediately. Mr.
Bai pointed his gun at Song’s forehead and
was ready to pull the trigger when Mah
shouted, “Don’t! He is my friend!”

Chapter 24
Lin carefully handed the sealed letter

written by Professor Wong to the abbess.

Before opening the envelope, the abbess
asked Lin about professor Wong’s health
and family. Lin answered the questions one
by one. Finally, the abbess put on her
reading glasses and started to unfold the
letter.

While the abbess was reading, Lin
looked around the room. It was dark. A
small kerosene lamp was burning on the
table and the air was thick with the smell of
incense. There were thousands of wire-
bound Buddhist books on the shelves
flanking the walls. These books were yellow
and worn-out and looked ancient. Lin
peeked at the abbess. She was an old,
serious lady. Her wrinkles crawled over her
entire face. But looking at her eyes, nose,
and mouth, Lin could tell she was a
beautiful, charming woman when she was
young.

She has been living in this environment
for her entire life. Now, I will do the same. I
guess this is what I will look like in the
future. I hope life here will be peaceful. Lin
thought. A kind of dreary mood engulfed
her.

While the abbess read the letter, she
glanced at Lin over and over. The abbess
seemed calm but her heart was drowning
from waves of emotional. She used to love

Professor Wong so deeply that she didn’t
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want to live anymore when they separated. It
took her so many years to heal her heart and
calm down, even after she became a nun.
Occasionally, she and Professor Wong still
contacted each other. Time passed so
quickly. He was an old man, a grandpa now
and she was approaching the end of her life.
What a coincidence and how ironic!
She was sent here by my previous lover and
just like me thirty years ago, she is looking
for a peaceful place to heal her broken heart.
When we were separated, I thought a
convent would be a good place for me. I was
wrong. Most people think convents are pure,
clean places. They have no idea. A convent
is not a heaven, not even close. Anything
that happens in the world can happen here.
As long as we are human beings, it doesn’t
matter where we live, we just won’t find a
pure, peaceful place. That is why we long
for heaven. Sooner or later, she will discover
this is not the best place to stay for the rest
of her life. She’s still young and beautiful.
She still has chance to pursue happiness.
After reading the letter, the abbess
closed her eyes and dropped her head for
long time, as if she had fallen into a sound
sleep. An uneasy feeling came over Lin. She
started to worry that the abbess would refuse
her request. If that happened, she would

have no place to go in the world. She began

to panic, but she dared not wake the abbess.
Instead, she waited patiently, like a criminal
for their sentence.

It seemed a century had passed when
the abbess spoke again.

“Okay.” The abbess finally opened her
eyes, stating. “Since Professor Wong has
recommended you to us, you can stay.
However, to be honest with you, I don’t
think you are a good candidate to be a nun.
This is just my personal feeling. If you want
to leave anytime in the future, I encourage
you to do so.”

Lin didn’t quite understand what the
abbess was talking about, but she knew for
now that she had been accepted. With mixed
feelings, tears came to her eyes.

“Thank you!” she choked out between
sobs.

The abbess looked at Lin, nodding.
She sighed inside. Her decision was
enveloped with sadness.

Why do nice and good-looking women
in this world, like this poor lady and me,
always have to suffer so much? Sometimes
even sacrifice their whole life to such
hardship? Where is the fairness? Where is
God?

(To be continued...)
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