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Novel <<Horse>> chapter 20
(Steven Neu)

Steven Neu, the author of <<Elegy of
American Indians>> published in Canada. He
lives in Calgary with his wife Eileen, son Craig,
and dog Ace.

Chapter 20

After a long day trip, Lin arrived in the
provincial capital. Staying in a cheap hotel
for a few days, she thought about where to

go next. She decided she still wanted to find

a convent, but the money the young man had
given her had run out. She needed a
temporary job before she could continue her
trip. She went to a neighbourhood that had
hundreds of posters stapled to the wall for
nannies, security  guards, gardeners,
cleaners, secretaries, etc.. Lin carefully
looked through them one by one, jotting
down the contact information for those she
was interested in. Suddenly, her sixth sense
told her that someone behind her was
watching her.

In a panic, she turned around. An old man
quickly walked towards her.

“Are you looking for a job?” he asked.

Lin nodded.

“Good! I'm a retired professor. I am
looking for a nanny to look after my
grandson. Your job would be to prepare his
meals and escort him to school. How does
this sound? I will offer you decent pay.”
While talking, he showed her his ID card.

Lin looked at the old man and didn’t
know how to answer him. He looked like a
nice person. But after her recent ordeal, she
was very hesitant.

He seemed to worry that Lin wouldn’t
take his offer. “How about I give you double
the pay? You can also stay at my house for

free,” he said, eagerly.
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This sounded like an excellent job, but
Lin started to suspect there might be
something dangerous behind it.

“Could you...could you please let me take
a look at your ID card again?” she asked.

“I guess you are afraid of being cheated. I
don’t want a bad person to be caring for my
grandson, either. [ have a good feeling about
you. I can tell you are a simple, nice lady.
You have asked to look at my ID card again
to double check if it’s fake or not, right?”

Lin nodded awkwardly.

The old man sighed. “I bet you can’t tell
the difference if I gave you a fake one. How
about this?” He wore his glasses and took
out a photo from his wallet, showing it to
her. “See. This is me. My wife. My son. My
daughter-in-law, and my grandson, Taotao.
His mom died a few years ago. His dad is a
businessman and travels the world year
round. My wife and I are getting older and
older. Unfortunately, Taotao is becoming
more and more mischievous. We can’t look
after him as carefully as we did before. We
need help. Please accept my offer.”

Lin looked at the photo carefully. She
gazed at the boy and tears formed in her
eyes. Without further hesitation, she said,
“Okay! I will take your offer.”

Lin followed the old man to his house.

Taotao hid behind the window curtains

watching Lin as she discussed details of her
job with the old man. He watched her for a
while and then ran into the kitchen. Very
soon, he returned holding a glass of hot
water. He politely handed it to Lin.

“I know you will be my nanny. I think I
like you. I made this for you. I put honey in
it,” he said.

Lin had a very unique maternal
temperament. Most  children  were
automatically attracted to her. They liked to
stay as close to her as possible. Not only
kids did this, but also small animals such as
dogs, cats, and rabbits. They’d lay under her
feet quietly and let her gently rub their fur.
Lin’s father noticed this when Lin was a
child. “My daughter has a soft heart; even
animals can sense it. She will be a good wife
and a good mother when she grows up,” he
said proudly.

Lin watched Taotao while she was
drinking. Just like the photo, she couldn’t
believe how much Taotao looked like her
dead son — his big, bright eyes; the thick,
black brows; the long nose, and the strong
chin. Tears came to her eyes again. She put
the glass on the table and slowly put her
arms around Taotao. He laid his face on her
chest and went quiet as a little sheep.

Taotao’s grandpa and grandma exchanged

eyes and smiled.
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It didn’t take long before Lin found out
how difficult Taotao could be. He hated
school and always challenged his teachers.
When the teacher wrote an assignment on
the blackboard, all the students would
carefully copy it into their notebooks, except
for Taotao. He would sit there daydreaming,
or pick his nose and eat it. If the teacher told
him what he should do, he would say he was
a super smart boy and had memorized the
whole assignment. But the next day, when
the teacher collected his homework, he
would say, “Oops! I totally forgot to do it!”
and then he would make a face and laugh.

Whenever Taotao was at home, there
would be nothing but chaos. Using a
screwdriver, he would dismantle anything he
could find, a clock, a radio, a watch, a
telephone, or a calculator. He told Lin that
he had a plan to take the TV apart to see
how many little people were hiding inside.

Lin told him there were no people hiding
in the TV. He looked at Lin suspiciously.
“Even though I like you, I don’t think you
are right about this. Next I plan to take the
refrigerator apart.”

“Why? Have you seen little people in the
refrigerator, too?” Lin joked.

“No! I am just wondering how it produces

ice cubes during the hot summer.”

“These kinds of things are scientific. You
can learn about them at school, instead of
breaking so many things at home,” Lin told
him.

“Well! You know. I'm pretty good at

teaching myself,” Taotao said proudly.

Taotao was also a brave boy. One day, he

and Lin were stomping in some puddles
after a heavy rain. A fat, ugly toad was
jumping around her, croaking very loudly.
Lin was scared. Taotao rushed over and
shouted, “Move! I will protect you.” He
caught the toad, turned it over, and put a
brick on its belly. The toad got mad. His
buggy eyes popped out further and croaked
even louder. Lin felt pity on the toad and
asked Taotao to free him.

The longer Lin stayed with Taotao, the
more she liked him. Sometimes, Lin
couldn’t help but wonder about his dad, and
what kind of person he was.

On Labour Day, Taotao’s dad, Wong,

came home. When his plane landed, he
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called and said he was very busy and he
could only stay at home for one day.
However, he changed his mind when he saw

Lin. “I should do something for Taotao since

I don’t see him much all year,” he said.

Wong used to be an associate professor in
a university. He was a smart guy and good at
teaching and researching. But he always
complained about his salary. Finally, he quit
his job and set up his own business.
Unfortunately, making money from the
markets was not as easy as teaching at the
university. Several years had passed and
Wong wasn’t as rich as he had expected, not
even close. He had been struggling to keep
his company afloat. To add to his grief, his
wife became sick and died. Frustrated,
Wong needed a wife to look after his son.
He also longed for a warm home to comfort
his tired heart and body. Like a dying
traveler, Wong had been walking in the hot
desert sun. At just the right time, Lin seemed

to appear like an oasis.

Wong quickly put his plan into action. He
invited Lin to go to the movies with him. He
bought her dinner. He would even go
shopping with her and carry all of her bags.
Lin didn’t seem to mind being with him as
long as Taotao was there, too. But Taotao
wasn’t okay with this. He hated his dad’s
guts. This was not surprising. Since he was
born, Wong had stayed with Taotao no
longer than half year. Whenever Taotao saw
Lin with his dad, he resented his dad even
more.

Wong noticed his son’s reaction. “As a
father, I don’t think I have been doing well.
But I promise you that I will do better. |
know you like Lin. Do you want her to stay
with you forever?” he asked Taotao.

Taotao nodded.

“Good! But I am the only person in this
family who has the ability to keep her here.
Do you understand that?”

Taotao shook his head. “Go and do your
business. Leave Lin and me alone.”

Wong was a little bit upset by his son’s
response, but he managed to hold himself
back. “Listen, you are a smart boy. Do you
know that, as a nanny, Lin won’t work here
for her whole life?”

Taotao stared at his father and said

nothing.
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“The only way to keep her here is if I
marry her. If she becomes my wife, she will
be your mom. Does this sound good to
you?”

Taotao thought about it a while,
hesitating...

“We must work together,” Wong
suggested.

“What do you need me to do, then?”
Taotao asked.

“From now on, don’t show your
resentment towards me. Instead, you should
show her how happy you are when I am
with her. The second thing is, if I am alone
with Lin, you shouldn’t bother us as you did
before. My final request is that you praise
me in front of her to show you love me.”

“No way! Why should I praise you? You
are such a bad dad! You want me to lie?”
Taotao objected, widening his eyes.

“Generally speaking, kids tell the truth. If
you make Lin believe that I am a good
father - logically, she will think I am a good
husband, too. This is our only chance of
success,” Wong said.

After thinking for a while, Taotao said
reluctantly, “Okay. I will do whatever you
ask me to do, but only on one condition.”

“Son, the way you are talking makes you
look like quite the businessman. Who taught
you this? I didn’t,” Wong joked.

Taotao ignored his joke. “My condition is,
after you marry Lin, just go back to your
business. Leave us alone. I want to stay with
Lin by myself,” he said seriously.

Wong’s face turned dark but he smiled
again, “Deal!” he said.

One day, Taotao was playing his favourite
game, hide and seek, with Lin. He was so
happy he couldn’t help asking Lin, “Can I
call you mom? I love you so much.”

Lin giggled. “Sure! Why not?” she joked.

“Mom!” Taotao jumped off the ground,
cheering. He took off his hat and threw it
into the sky. “You are my mom now. Dad
said, once you become my mom, his wife,
you will stay here with me for your whole
life!”

Lin was stunned when she heard this. In
fact, the longer she stayed with Wong, the
more uncomfortable she became. He talked
too much. He bragged about himself all the
time and he seemed dishonest, showing no
moral restrictions. Wong told her he would
be staying home for a long time. She started
to think about quitting her job to continue
her trip to a convent. She had worked here
for a few months and had saved enough
money to start traveling again.

A few days later, Lin told Wong’s father
she would leave soon. Grandpa looked at

Lin and muttered, “I know why. This will be

ity Z19

Page 26



a nightmare for Taotao, but you should
leave. My son bothers you and I don’t think
he deserves your love. As a father, I know
my son. Money is his God. He doesn’t care
about his wife, son and parents. I can sense
that you have had something very sad
happen to you. Since you are leaving, I
worry about you. Do you need any help?”

Tears dripped from Lin’s eyes. She told
grandpa her past. Grandpa’s eyes became
wet while he was listening.

“I had a girlfriend when I was in
university. We loved each other but we were
separated during the Cultural Revolution.
She became a nun so she could escape the
turmoil of the Revolution. It has been so
many years since then. Now, she is the
mother superior for a big convent. I'm
going to write her a letter. I’'m pretty sure
she will look after you.”

Lin thanked grandpa.

When Wong heard the news that Lin was
leaving, he was so depressed and
disappointed. He knew Lin liked Taotao
very much. This would be his last weapon to
keep Lin.

“You don’t want Lin to leave us, do you?
Go tell her, you will commit suicide if she
leaves,” Wong told his son.

Taotao was really scared about Lin

leaving. He cried and begged Lin, “Don’t

leave me alone. I will work hard in school as
you have asked me to. I won’t upset you
anymore. Please, Please stay!” Taotao cried
so hard he could barely stand straight.

Lin hugged Taotao and tried to comfort
him. “T have to go, but I will be back to visit
you soon. You are such a good boy. I love
you,” Lin said.

“I will kill myself if you leave!” Taotao
broke away from her, and said in a
threatening tone.

(To be continued...)
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West Lake Energy

West Lake Energy Corp. is a privately held Calgary-based intermediate oil and natural gas
company focused on development and exploration in western Canada.

West Lake’s operations are focused in the Provost medium oil region and the Lloydminster
heavy oil region, which contain approximately 90% of the Corporation’s production.

The Provost medium oil region is located along the eastern edge of Alberta between Township
36-43 and Range 1-6 W4M. The main producing areas in this region are Cadogan and
Rosenheim, which target the Cummings and Dina zones at a depth of approximately 600 to 700
metres, resulting in medium gravity oil with a density of approximately 20 API. Sparky and Lithic
channels are also targeted in the Sounding Lake, Rosenheim and Provost areas, with densities
of approximately 22-28 API.

The Lloydminster heavy oil region is centered around the City of Lloydminster on the
Alberta/Saskatchewan border. This region’s production is predominantly heavy oil in the 12 to
16 API. Zones targeted include the Colony, Upper Mclaren, Sparky, General Petroleum, Rex and
Waseca at depths of 500 to 700 metres.

The remaining 10% of the Company’s production is gas-weighted and located in West Central
Alberta, Pincher Creek, and the Peace River Arch.
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