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Novel {Horse) chapter 16 & 17
(Steven Neu)

Steven Neu, the author of <<Elegy of
American Indians>> published in Canada. He
lives in Calgary with his wife Eileen, son Craig,
and dog Ace.

Chapter 16

Returning to Lhasa without seeing Mah, Lin
became very sick and was hospitalized. It
took her half a year to recover. In the

hospital, she often dreamed Mah came-and

that they were married. It was a big
wedding, and they had a baby on the way...

Waking up with a smile on her face, Lin
saw Lew sitting on her bed, watching her
tenderly, with mercy in his bright eyes.

“Are you thirsty? Do you want a sip of
water?” Lew softly asked, with a glass of
water in his hand. “You were smiling in
your dream. It must have been a beautiful
dream. You look like an angel when you are
smiling.”

Lin turned her head away from him. She
closed her eyes and tears streamed down her
face.

Why couldn’t he be Mah?!

“I know you are suffering. Let me share
your sorrow,” Lew said.

“Please leave. I want to be alone,” Lin
said.

“Okay. I'm leaving. I will put the glass of
water on your bedside table. Drink it. The
doctor says drinking plenty of water is good
for your health. Take care of yourself. I will
come see you tomorrow.” Lew turned off
the light and tiptoed out.

Lin sat up in bed, staring into the dark for
a long time. She didn’t know what would
happen, but her intuition told her that her
future wouldn’t unfold as she had hopped.

Lew was a smart, observant man.

Whenever he stayed with Lin, his eyes
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always followed Lin’s glances so he could
figure out what she wanted. When Lin
glared at an open window. Lew would close
it for her. When Lin felt drowsy, he would
turn the light off and sneak out of her room.
He did everything for her without her having
to ask.

Lin’s room was different from the others
in the hospital. There were flowers
everywhere in her room. It looked and
smelled like a beautiful garden. Lew ordered
all these expensive flowers from inland
China and air transported them to Lhasa. He
told Lin that flowers would speed up her
recovery.

When nurses walked into Lin’s room,
they would look at her with admiration, as if
she was a queen. Lin was an easygoing girl
and she treated everybody with kindness.
She became friends with them.

One day, a nurse curiously asked Lin,
“Why do you always give that handsome
young man the cold shoulder? We know
who he is and who his father is. If you don’t
like this man and his powerful family, what
do you want?”

Lin smiled bitterly, shaking her head, and
said nothing.

What do I want? I want Mah! But it
seems he has deserted me. I have written so

many letters to him. I even told him I would

die if he didn’t come and still no reply, not
even one word. He must hate my mom so
much he finally gave up the struggle in
despair. His love was so weak, but he’s such
a kind-hearted, handsome man. I bet girls
are chasing him now. He might even have a
new girlfriend. If this is true, I wish him, and
that lucky girl, the best.

Lin cried.

What Lin didn’t know was Lew had
bribed the officials at the post office. All of
Lin’s letters to Mah were saved and sent to
Lew. He destroyed them after he read them.
Mah had written Lin several letters to wish
her well. The post officials forwarded them
to Lew, too and he did the same.

What Lew told Mah was not an
exaggeration. Lhasa is his kingdom. He
could do whatever he wanted there.

The hospital finally allowed Lin to leave.
Lew rented a comfortable house for her and
arranged every thing perfectly. He even
hired a head mistress to look after her and
all the household duties. Just like her
hospital room, beautiful flowers bloomed
throughout the house.

A year passed. Lin finally accepted
Lew’s marriage proposal. They had a
luxurious wedding. This was the largest

event the General Commissioner had ever
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held. He considered it the greatest
achievement of his life.

“Son, your past life as a playboy is gone
now. I saved you. Lin saved you. Treat your
wife well. Have a baby soon, and live happy
forever. I have nothing to worry about now,”
the General Commissioner told Lew.

Lew nodded...

Lin got pregnant and gave birth to a cute
boy. She became a happy mom.

The General Commissioner held his
grandson in his arms like a prince and kissed
him. “My lovely grandson, this family’s
blood and name shall continue,” he said with
tears in his eyes.

Two years later, the General
Commissioner was transferred to Beijing.
After that, everything changed.

Lhasa was the capital of such a remote,
poor province. The flourishing city of
Beijing was the heart of China. Lew met lots
of girls in Beijing that weren’t anything like
the women in Lhasa. He felt like a bumpkin
in front of them.

When Lew saw Lin in Lhasa, the other
local girls immediately became garbage.
Now, in Beijing, Lin quickly became
garbage, too. Even though Lew’s father was
not a king anymore in Beijing, he was still a

powerful man and Lew had lots of

opportunity to fool around with different
girls.

Lhasa was a lake. Beijing was an ocean.
Girls were fish for Lew to catch. Lew
cheered, jumped up, and dived into the
ocean.

Before long, Lew asked Lin for a
divorce.

Lin quietly accepted the proposal but on
one condition. She must live with her son as
the only guardian. She would not take even
a penny from Lew if he agreed.

The General Commissioner didn’t want
to be far from his beloved grandson. Lew
comforted him, “Give the boy to her,
otherwise she might become a trouble maker
for us and affect your reputation. You want
a grandson? Easy! I will marry again. I can
give you another grandchild - lots of them. I
guarantee it!”

“Get out of here you piece of shit!
You're a fucking playboy! You will have to
answer for your stupidity one day,” The
General Commissioner thundered. His rage
was palpable and brought on a heart attack.
He fell to the ground...

Lin moved out of the huge family
residence and lived with her parents. Deep
down, she didn’t feel sad about what had
happened. She was happy as long as she had

sole custody of her son.
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Once in a while, Mah would appear in
Lin’s thoughts. She wrote him a letter,
asking for how his life was and told him she
had divorced Lew. The letter was sent back
to her after a month. The sticker stated:
There is no such person at this seismic
company.

Mah must have been transferred. He must
have been a happy husband and father by
now. Lin sighed.

Lin put all of her life hope onto raising
her son. The little boy grew up quickly.
Years passed and he became a smart,
obedient boy. He went to primary school.

One day, the primary school caught on

fire. Over 100 children perished in the

disaster. Lin’s son was among them.

received the news. She was bed ridden for

almost a year. Her aging parents looked after
her carefully.

On a cold rainy morning, Lin
disappeared. She left her parents a letter.
She was leaving to join a Buddhist convent.
She would never come back. She pleaded
for her parents’ forgiveness.

Lin’s dad was hospitalized again after he
read his daughter letter and died soon after
in the hospital. Her mom was severely

traumatized.

Chapter 17
Mah’s life as a prisoner was over. He
walked away from the jail. The heavy steel
door closed behind him. Six years was a
long time. He stood on the street and looked
around with his eyes squinting. The world
seemed strange to Mah now.
“Where should I go?” he asked himself.
Mah stayed in a small motel that night.
Outside, the sky was as dark as ink and a
storm rolled in. Flashes of lightning cut
through the sky. The thunder roared as if
several dragons were fighting. Sitting on
bed, Mah was gazing at his string of
Buddhist beads. They were shining with a
mystic luster. They seemed to smile at Mah.
Suddenly, a whisper came to him. “You

have lost everything in the world. Come!
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The Buddhist world is opening its door to
you!”

Instinctively, Mah jumped up. He raised
his head and looked out through the window
at the pulsing sky. “Come! Mah,” the
thunder shouted from the sky.

“'m coming!” Mah yelled with
excitement then he took off his all clothes.
Completely naked, he rushed into the heavy
rain.

Clean my body with His holy water from
heaven. Say goodbye to this world. Walk
towards the God Buddha and worship Him.
There will be nothing to miss! Nothing to
worry about! Nothing to care for! Forever!

The storm struck even more severely.
The heaven seemed to be cheering for Mah.

A month later, Mah found a temple and
became a Buddhist monk. He didn’t want to
be a cloistered monk and stay and study at
the temple every day. He preferred to
wander and raise money for the temple.

One day, Mah passed through a small
town. On the street, he saw another monk
trying to sell his herbs to a middle-aged
lady. Grief was mapped on her face. She
was holding a little, lean boy in her arms.
The boy looked very sick and seemed to be
dying.

“I can save your son’s life as long as he

takes my all-purpose medicine. 1 guarantee

your son will recover in seven days. You
should make a decision right now. Your son
is in danger,” the monk urged the lady.

“How much will it cost?” the lady asked
with hesitation.

“Our Buddhist mission statement is to
save lives not to make money. I will give
you a discount of half price.”

Mah could tell this monk was a fake one.
Monks raised money by preaching
Buddhism, not by selling anything. And,
there was no such thing as an all-purpose
medicine in the world. This guy was an evil
swindler. He was even willing to cheat a
lady, and a dying boy!

Mah quickly approached the lady.

“You should go to hospital right now.
Don’t waste time here. He is a fake monk,”
Mah told her.

The lady looked at Mah surprisingly.
“Are you a monk, too?” she asked.

“Yes, I am a monk. A real one though,”
Mah said.

The lady looked confused. “How can I
know who is real and who is fake,” she
murmured.

The swindler dragged Mah to a corner.
“Hey buddy. I guess we’re doing the same
job. How about we work together to get this

lady and share the money?”
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“You better leave now - I am warning
you!” Mabh said.

The swindler changed his face. “Fuck!
Who do you think you are threatening me
like this? Go away! Otherwise I am going to
beat the shit out of you!”

Mah didn’t want to waste any time and
immediately assumed his fighting stance.

“Shit! The cops coming!” the swindler
shouted, looking over Mah’s shoulder.

Mah turned his head around. Then he
heard the sound of a sharp knife wave past
his ear. Instinctively, Mah lowered his head
and jumped aside. He dodged the dangerous
attack.

“You scumbag!” Mah roared. He
pounced savagely on the swindler.

The swindler seemed to know some
martial arts, too. He quickly drew back,
stood still, and stared at Mah. He held the
knife tightly in his hand and waited for Mah
to make his next move.

Excited spectators gathered, and made a
circle around Mah and the swindler. They
shouted, clapped, and laughed.

“Ha! Ha! Two monks are fighting!”

“God! I thought only bad people fought.”

“I agree! These Buddhist monks are
supposed to be closer to God than us. They
shouldn’t fight like we do.”

“Beat him up! Beat him up!”

“Good shot! Do it again!”

“Nice move! Carry on!”

A siren went off and two police cars
approached quickly. Several cops jumped
out of the cars. They pushed through the
people and shouted at Mah and the swindler.

“Hey! You two! Stop!”

The swindler immediately dropped his
knife on the ground and raised his hands
high. Mah faced the cops and pointed at the
swindler. “He is a fake monk. He tried to
cheat a poor lady and her dying son.”

“Come on brother! Don’t lie to the police
comrade! I will give you more money next
time,” the swindler said.

“Shut up! I am a real monk,” Mabh said.

“You two fuckers look fake! Handcuff

them both and put them in the car!” the lead

cop ordered.
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The swindler was very obedient while the
cops handcuffed him. Mah resisted and
didn’t let cops touch him. “You can’t do this
to me. I am real. I have the certificate issued
by my temple!” He argued.

The lead cop was upset by Mah’s
defiance. He rushed over and slapped his
face. “How dare you argue with us?” he
yelled at Mah.

Mah blinked his eyes. He wanted to fight,
but he managed to hold himself back.

When the cops tried to arrest Mah again,
he didn’t resist. After all, he was a real
monk. He believed they would release him
after they knew the truth. It wouldn’t hurt to
go to the police station with them.

The lead cop was pleased with Mah’s
cooperation.

“Good! This is what you should do.
You're not as stupid as you look. Did you
say you were a real monk? Let me tell you
something. There is nothing real in this
country. Anything could be fake, cigarettes,
booze, medicine, certificate and even
fucking virgins. Do you know a hospital can
make an artificial hymen? A girl can fuck
thousands of times but she can still be a
virgin. What a fucked up world! Maybe your
mom was a fake virgin, too. Ha...”

Mah raised his arms and fiercely hit the

lead cop on the back of his head with the

edge of his handcuffs. He fell to the ground
like a deflated balloon.

A cop standing behind Mah immediately
pulled out his billy club and pounded him on
the neck. Mah fell to the ground.

Mah didn’t stand up. There were four
cops around him with billy clubs and guns in
their hands. Any further resistance was in
vain. They could kill him.

Covering his head with his hands, he
brought his knees to his chest and lay on the
dirt. He was waiting for them any further
move.

The Buddhism says people must suffer a

lot before they can go to heaven.

(To be continued...)
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West Lake Energy

West Lake Energy Corp. is a privately held Calgary-based intermediate oil and natural gas
company focused on development and exploration in western Canada.

West Lake’s operations are focused in the Provost medium oil region and the Lloydminster
heavy oil region, which contain approximately 90% of the Corporation’s production.

The Provost medium oil region is located along the eastern edge of Alberta between Township
36-43 and Range 1-6 W4M. The main producing areas in this region are Cadogan and
Rosenheim, which target the Cummings and Dina zones at a depth of approximately 600 to 700
metres, resulting in medium gravity oil with a density of approximately 20 API. Sparky and Lithic
channels are also targeted in the Sounding Lake, Rosenheim and Provost areas, with densities
of approximately 22-28 API.

The Lloydminster heavy oil region is centered around the City of Lloydminster on the
Alberta/Saskatchewan border. This region’s production is predominantly heavy oil in the 12 to
16 API. Zones targeted include the Colony, Upper Mclaren, Sparky, General Petroleum, Rex and
Waseca at depths of 500 to 700 metres.

The remaining 10% of the Company’s production is gas-weighted and located in West Central
Alberta, Pincher Creek, and the Peace River Arch.
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All contents are from Internet and submissions. FLOW magazine
only provides a convenient platform for everyone to read. We
remain neutral on the text. We are not responsible for the
accuracy, reliability or integrity of the contents contained. The
copyright belongs to the original author.
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