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Movie night

In my earliest recollection of watching a movie,
| was four years old and was with my mother. |
remember neither the movie title nor the story.
All | remember were hills, rivers, flowers,
butterflies, and animals on the screen. Or

perhaps there were only flowers, butterflies,
and animals. Perhaps my memory tricked me to
add the hills and rivers. The animals were small
and the color was so beautiful. It was a blur of
pink, yellow, orange, light green, dark green,
blue, purple, brown, and white.

For some reason, the film didn’t last very long.
Or perhaps it was | who didn’t last very long.
That year, 1966, was also the year that the
Great Proletariat Cultural Revolution began in
China. One thing the revolutionaries did was to
make all beautiful things disappear, including
flowers and animals; the blur of beautiful colors;
and many good films. They claimed that these
movies were poisonous weeds and would be a
bad influence on the audience. Soon we had
very few movies to watch, and most of them
were war-movies.

Because there were hardly any other forms of
entertainment, movie night on Saturday was
the most anticipated event of the week. There
were four people in my family. My father was a
professor; my mother had quit her job as a lab
technician after | was born; my sister was
sixteen years older than | was, and we lived on
the campus. As early as Sunday morning | would
start looking forward to the next Saturday night.
By the middle of the week rumors about the
upcoming movie would surface. By Friday an
official announcement of the title of the movie
and the show time would blare through
loudspeakers installed on the roofs of a few
high buildings. Because the university theater
was too small to accommodate the large crowd
on movie night, the "exercise ground" became
our outdoor theater. The typical exercise
ground in China was like an outdoor gym where
people played basketball and volleyball and ran
tracks. There were no seats or benches; we had
to carry our own.
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Around five or six o'clock on Saturday, people
would start to stream toward the exercise
ground. The crowd consisted not only of the
university students, the staff and their families,
but also peasants from the surrounding villages.
This was also the only evening that the two
gates of the campus were wide-open and
anyone could walk in without being questioned.
Early birds would occupy the best spots, and
latecomers would have to settle for less ideal
space. Those who did not bring a stool would
have to stand on the outskirts of the seated
crowd and often had to crane their necks. Once
in the center of the throng of moviegoers, it
was very hard to get out. We often had to
overcome thirst and hope we didn’t have to go
to the washroom halfway through the film.

When | was a toddler, one time our family was
seated in the inner circle of the crowd. In the
middle of the movie, | was thirsty and wanted
water. My mother ordered my sister to carry
me home for water. That meant she had to walk
twenty minutes each way in the dark and she
knew if she took me home, she would miss a big
chunk of the movie if not the rest of it. | have no
memories of the event but years later my sister
confessed to me that once she took me out of
the crowd, she threatened to spank me if |
insisted to have water. She was a teenager by
then and there was no way | could defend
myself. So | gave in. When she brought me back
to our mother’s side, she lied that | was no
longer thirsty. | had never imagined my beloved
older sister could have bullied me like that.
Apparently nothing could get in the way of a
movie.

Movie night was a cross-country phenomenon
at the time. In China, we call a working entity a
unit. A unit could be a school, a research
institution, a factory, a hospital, or a military

compound. Every unit had its own movie night.
In rural areas, movie nights were not held as
often as in the cities, and not every village had
its own movie night. Often, the movie would be
shown at a central location covering a few
surrounding villages. Peasants from other
villages had to walk a long distance to reach the
location. That was why the university opened its
gate to the peasants of the nearby villages on
these nights.

Movie night was dependable and free. They
were seldom cancelled. Whether it was a
bitterly cold winter or a hot summer day, the
show would go on. In wintertime, we wore thick
winter clothes. Our feet often froze and we had
to stamp them every now and then to keep
them from going numb. In summertime, there
were a lot of mosquitoes. We didn’t have insect
repellent so we used fans to keep the
mosquitoes away. Because nobody could keep
fanning for two hours non-stop; being bitten
was inevitable even when wearing long sleeved-
shirts and pants. But for the movies, it was
worth it. Another inconvenience was the lack of
washrooms. There was simply no public
washroom around. Those who needed a
washroom break either had to go home or go
into the nearby bushes. Most people chose the
bushes, but it was not a good idea for little girls.

When | was in grade one, a schoolmate, a
seven-year-old girl, went into the bushes during
a movie by herself and was raped by a stranger.
She was off from school for a year. They never
caught the rapist. At that age, we knew that
rape was a bad thing but didn't truly
understand what was going on. We asked each
other what rape was. Nobody knew except one
girl who claimed that rape meant a man would
beat you senseless. She said that was what
happened to that poor girl. Since nobody
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wanted a beating, we would not go into the
bushes alone during a movie.

When | was in grade five, it happened again.
This time, the victim was a five-year-old peasant
girl. It was at a nearby research institution, and
they had a public washroom at the edge of the
square where the movie was shown. The little
girl’s mother had led her to the washroom but
had not gone in with her. Instead, she stood
outside to keep an eye on the movie. When the
girl didn’t come out, the mother went in and
found her daughter was brutally raped. The girl
died shortly after being rushed to the local
hospital. According to the rumor, the predator
had dug his fingers through the victim’s tongue
so viciously that he had made a bloody hole in
the middle of it. Again, the rapist was never
caught.

Because of the limited supply of approved films
during the Cultural Revolution, we often had to
watch re-runs. We could watch the same movie
five or six times. Nobody complained. It was
better than no movie at all. During that time, a
handful of domestic war movies were
everybody’s favorites. These included The Little
Soldier Zhang Ga, Tunnel Warfare, Landmine
Warfare, The Railway Guerrillas, The Red
Detachment of Women, and Heroic Sons and
Daughters. Only a very few foreign movies from
socialist countries like North Korea, Yugoslavia,
Romania, and the Soviet Union were allowed to
come to China. Two very well-known Soviet
movies, Lenin in 1918 and Lenin in October—
were watched by millions of Chinese. | still
remember a ballet scene from Swan Lake in
Lenin in October. | didn’t know it was Swan Lake
at the time. To me the scene was breathtakingly
beautiful. It only lasted a few seconds before a
revolutionary commander came to the stage
and made an announcement. | always wished

that | could have watched the entire ballet. My
desire was finally satisfied many years later in
Canada.

In 1976, Chairman Mao passed away and the
Cultural Revolution ended. China started to
reform and to open its doors to the world. The
rules about movies were also relaxed. Some old
domestic movies made in the fifties were
shown again. More and more foreign movies
also started to appear on our silver screens. It
was as if we had just awakened from a
hundred-year sleep and saw the world around
us for the very first time. When my generation
was growing up, we were told that two-thirds of
the world's population was in deep water and
burning fire. They were dirt poor and were
exploited by capitalists. We needed to study
hard to gain knowledge so that one day we
could liberate them. When we saw the lifestyle
of capitalism on the big screen, it dawned on us
that we were that two-thirds of the world’s
population.

When | was fourteen, my family bought our first
television set. At the time, only very few
households could afford such a luxury.
However, the TV programs were few and were
usually boring. Occasionally, when a good show
was on TV, we would had a roomful of friends,
neighbors, and Dad’s students watching the
show together. Despite these fun gatherings,
there was simply no way that TV programs
could compete with movie night.

This was also the time when China had
reinstated its nation-wide university entrance
exam. Only one to two percent of high school
graduates could pass the exam. Beginning in
junior high, we all had to use every minute of
our spare time to study. During those years, my
mother had persuaded me not to go to movies,
but to study.
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For the next four years, | seldom watched
movies or TV. We Chinese believe that if you
want something, you have to make sacrifices. |
was willing to make the sacrifices in order to get
into university, but it was not easy. One time, it
was particularly hard for me because the
upcoming movie was Bridge, a Yugoslavian
movie that was supposed to be very good.
Everyone was talking about it prior to the movie
night. Mother told me this was the time to put
my willpower to the test, so | agreed not go.
However, after everyone had left, | regretted
my decision terribly.

Before the 1980s, we had never seen any love
scenes in movies, not even kiss. By the early
eighties, kiss started to appear on screen. In
one particular movie the two main characters
began kissing each other and the audience
became very quiet. The tension in the air was
wound as tight as the strings of a harp. It
seemed that if anyone had waved a hand,
sound would have come out of the air. Then, a
child’s  voice, bristly and high-pitched,
asked:“Why would they bite each other’s lips?”
This caused chuckles all around. Only then did
we realize that we were all holding our breath.

It was that night | realized one day this would
happen to me too. | would be kissed by
someone. | would fall in love. It must be
wonderful. That was as far as my imagination
stretched. At the beginning of China’s
“reforming and opening up” era in the late
1970s and early 1980s, only two non-socialist
countries, India and Japan, were allowed to
export a few selected movies to China. We were
dazzled by the beautiful singing and dancing in
Indian movies and were touched to the soul by
some Japanese movies. One of these Japanese
movies was Sandakan Brothel No. 8. It was a
sensation in China because there were sex

scenes in the movie. Prior to that particular
Saturday night, one could feel the excitement
and anticipation in the air. When the night
finally came, it was raining. To everybody’s
relief, the show was not cancelled. People
flooded into the exercise ground from every
direction, holding umbrellas and wearing straw
hats. | wound up watching the entire movie
standing in the rain holding an umbrella, and |
could only see one part of the screen because
so many umbrellas were in the way. To our
disappointment, not only there was no sex
scene, we didn’t even see a naked body. The
Chinese authorities had cut out so many scenes
that the actions were disconnected in certain
parts. Fortunately, we could still follow the
story: A ten-year-old Japanese girl, Ar Chi, was
sold to a brothel on a South Pacific island in the
early twentieth century to work as a prostitute.
When she finally gained her freedom and
returned to her home town, her only son would
not visit her, nor would he let his wife meet his
mother. The other villagers were also ashamed
of Ar Chi. In her old age, she once again lived in
poverty, but this time, alone. We had been
expecting a scandal. What we got was a tragedy.
| was not the only one in the audience who
wept.

Shortly after that, | came across an article in the
newspaper about the film and the famous
Japanese actress who played Ar Chi. In spite of
her stardom, many Japanese despised the
actress for playing a prostitute. The article said
that she was practically drowned in saliva of the
Japanese who spat on her. “This is the sacrifice
she made for art,” the article claimed.

In the fall of 2008 | finally found Sandakan
Brothel No. 8 on DVD in New York’s China Town.
This was the first time | actually watched the

G % 14 #1

Page 32



entire movie, over a quarter of a century later.
Once again, | was brought to tears at the end.

When | was a university student in the early
eighties, we also had movie night every
Saturday on campus. By then | no longer
needed to sacrifice my movie night. Sometimes
a group of us would go to a nearby unit to
watch a different movie. By the time we walked
back to our campus, we often found ourselves
locked out. In these cases, we would yell to the
gatekeeper’s window a few meters away. If he
was still awake, he would let us in; but if he was

already in bed, he would pretend not to hear us.

We would have to climb the iron-gate with
plenty of handholds and footholds. | enjoyed
climbing so much that | was always the first one
up. During the summer and winter holidays, |
would return to my parents’ home. By then my

sister had left home and formed her own family.

Each Saturday night, | would carry stools for my
parents to the movie. Now | was much bigger
and stronger, | could look after them. Despite
my father’s busy schedule, he seldom missed a
movie night. As a matter of fact, that was one of
the few times that my father could forget about
his work, his research projects and his students.
What remains in my memory from these times
was not the movies, but the time we spent
together. When | moved to Canada in 1988, |
left movie nights behind me, among other
things. Now when | see the abandoned drive-in
movie theaters here and there, vast and empty,
| wish that | had come to Canada a few years
earlier. Or, if | allow my imagination to stretch
further, | could have watched a movie with my
family, in a car, in Canada. My father passed
away shortly after | immigrated. | could not be
with him when he was dying. It was the biggest
regret of my life. Seven years ago when my
boyfriend killed himself, | went to see a
clairvoyant here in Calgary. During the reading,

she told me that not only was my father’s spirit
in the room, but also he would be delighted to
watch a movie with me in a theater. | cried hard
during that session, but | cried with a smile.

My mother lives in Calgary now. Unfortunately,
she doesn’t speak English. One time | took her
to a movie and we purposely sat in the very last
row without anybody beside us. | started to
whisper the translation into her ear. This made
a man sitting a few seats away very angry. He
made a rude comment. | stopped talking. Mom
and | watched the rest of the movie in silence.
After that, my mother refused to go to a movie
theater again.

In 2008, | visited my sister in China for the
second time, after sixteen years of separation.
The outdoor movie shows had pretty much all
vanished in cities, just as the drive-in movies
disappeared in Canada. When | suggested to my
sister that we should watch a movie together in
the theater, to my surprise and disappointment,
she declined. She preferred TV. We sat in her
home in front of the television while | watched
her switch channels with lightning speed.
Eventually | got dizzy and went to a nearby
Internet café filled with young people and
cigarette smoke, just to chat with my Canadian
friends thousands of miles away.

Now whenever | sit in the big fancy movie
theater that has heat in the winter and air
conditioning in the summer, popcorn in one
hand and a coke in the other, | remember the
movie nights in China. | find myself wishing,
however briefly, that | was on the way to the
exercise ground with my parents walking beside
me, carrying stools for them, smiling to the
neighbors and saying have you eaten to friends,
while the fragrance of lilac fills the warm
summer air.
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Novel Series {Horse) chapter 12
(Steven Neu)

Steven Neu, the author of <<Elegy of
American Indians>> published in Canada. He
lives in Calgary with his wife Eileen, son Craig,
and dog Ace.

Mah got a telegram from Lin’s mom,
“Please come. Important matter to discuss.”
Mah showed the telegram to me. “What
do you think?” he asked.
“I don’t know,” I said, but I had very a
strong feeling that the door of tragedy was

opening to Mah, and he was walking
towards it. I didn’t say this to Mah because
it was just a feeling I had.

I accompanied him to the train station to
say goodbye.

“I wish you...good luck, my friend!” I
said.

After the train left, I was lingering
around the station for a long time until it got
dark. My heart was soaked in endless
sadness. I knew the sadness was not only for
Mah, but also for me. In this country, both
Mah and I were like leaves being blown
around by the wind. We flew wherever the
wind carried us. We had no control over our
future.

Two days later, when Mah walked into
Lin’s parents’ house in Beijing, he received
a very warm welcome. He was politely
invited to sit beside a table with delicious
food on it. He noticed that a bottle of
expensive wine was open. He saw an entire
grilled duck lying on a big dish. The eyes
the duck were closed, but the mouth was
open. It seemed to smile and cry at the same
time.

Mah had an uneasy feeling.

Lin’s mom invited Mah to eat and drink.
Mah shook his head and refused.

“Okay! Then I will get to the point,”

Lin’s mom said.
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Mah learned about everything. He was
as silent as a chunk of stone while Lin’s
mom was talking.

Seeing Mah have no reaction, Lin’s mom
started to cry.

“Mah! You grew up in a very poor, harsh
environment, so you have been tempered by
you past. You don’t even care about
working and living in Tibet, the worst place
in China. However, my daughter Lin is
totally different. We took good care of her
until she went to university. She has never
suffered even a little bit of frustration in her
life. She doesn’t know what real life is like.
You can’t guarantee her a happy life in
Tibet. Mah, if you really love my daughter,
you should leave her alone. Please let my
daughter off your hook. I am begging you!
Please! I am kneeling down before you to
beg for your mercy, for me, and for my
daughter.”

Lin’s mom sobbed terribly as she kneeled
down in front of Mah.

Mah panicked. He tried to pull Lin’s
mom up, but she persisted.

Mah was sweating heavily. He kneeled
down in front of her, too.

“I am begging you. Lin and I love each
other deeply. You know this. She is my life.

She is my whole life. No matter what you

say, it is impossible for me to leave Lin. I'm
sorry. I must marry her,” Mah said, firmly.

He stood up and walked towards the
door.

“Wait!” Mah heard a sharp, piercing
scream, as if it was from hell. Mah stopped
and turned around. He saw Lin’s mom
holding a small vial of green liquid in her
hand.

“I knew it! I knew it! You are so
desperate to catch my daughter. You are
only thinking of yourself. Have you have
ever considered her life? This is ugly,
unforgivable, and bloody selfish. Let me tell
you the truth, Mah. Only a mother will give
her heart even her life for her child. I told
you before. I will commit a suicide if you
marry my daughter. I will keep my promise.
Mah, open your eyes, and watch what I'm
doing!”

Lin’s mom raised her head, and chugged
the green liquid. She swallowed it without
flinching.

Lin’s dad was scared to death when he
saw this. He dropped down and sat on the
floor.

“Mah! That is rat poison. Hurry up! Take
her to hospital! God! God! Save her! If she

dies - [ die!” Lin’s dad groaned.
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Mah rushed over to Lin’s mom, grabbed

her arms, and carried her on his back. He ran
as fast as he could to the hospital...

Lin’s mom was saved. She lay in the bed
silently and refused to talk, eat, drink, or
even open her eyes. The doctor warned that
she might try to kill herself again. He
suggested that at least one relative stay with
her around the clock for the first a few days
until she was stable.

Lin’s dad said he would watch over her
the first night. He sat beside her bed, looking
at her pale face. She looked like a dead
person. He was sniffling. He knew his wife.
She wouldn’t give up until she got her way.

Lin’s dad was up all night, thinking about
his wife, his daughter and Mah. He liked
Mah. He believed Mah was a responsible
man and his daughter would be happy if she
married him. But, what could he do? Why
was Mah born to such a miserable family?

Why didn’t Mah have the ability to bring

Lin back to Beijing? Why...? Why...?
Why...?

It was dark outside. A persistent rain and
wind seemed to make the night longer.

Mah sat on a bench outside of the ward.
He couldn’t sleep. He was cold. He felt sick
and almost collapsed. On the train coming,
Mah thought he had considered every
possible scenario, but he did not expect
Lin’s mom would try to kill herself. He
thought it was just a matter of time before
she conceded. He thought the love between
him and Lin was strong enough to overcome
anything.

Now, Mah realized that there was a tall,
thick wall between him and Lin. Mah could
not climb over it, because Lin’s mom
guarded it with her life.

Yes, if Mah asked, Lin would marry him.
Mah was very confident and sure of this.

But...

Could Mah marry Lin at the cost of her
mom’s life?

No!

It is time... It is time to give up! For the
sake of Lin’s mom... For the sake of Lin’s
future!

Mah heard this in his heart, over and over.

Bile flowed into his throat. He could taste
rusty steel. He wanted to vomit, but he

couldn’t. He hadn’t eaten anything all day.
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His head dropped to his knees. He covered
his face with his hands.

Mom! Mom! Where are you? I want to
talk to you. Your son wants to talk to you.
Please come! Please! Hold me in your arms.
Comfort me!

Mah burst into tears.

The long, dark night had finally passed.
Dawn was near, but Mah’s suffering had just
begun.

He stood up from the bench. Staggering
as if he was drunk, he walked into the ward
towards Lin’s mom.

“I promise you to leave Lin alone,” he
said.

Lin’s mom opened her eyes and looked at
Mah suspiciously, her hair was dishevelled,
and her lips chapped.

“Then write me a guarantee,” she said.

Mah’s heart skipped a beat. He clenched
his teeth and his lips quivered. He was
shaking like crazy.

“Okay! I will do as you ask.” He tore a
piece of cloth off of his white shirt. He bit
his right forefinger, and wrote with his blood
on the cloth.

Lin, my love has run out. Mah.

His tears dropped on these red words and
they became fuzzy.

Mah handed the piece of cloth to Lin’s

mom. She looked at it carefully and then

grabbed it tightly in her hand. She closed her
eyes again. Tears flowed down her pale
face.

Mah staggered out of the hospital and
wandered through the streets. He looked
blankly at people bustling around him. They
didn’t know Mah. Mah didn’t know them.
He had lost everything. He was absolutely
alone in the world now.

It was getting dark. Mah realized he
should go back to the seismic company. He
bought a ticket and got on the train. He felt
like he was surrounded by flames and was
sweating heavily, but inside he was

swimming in an ocean of ice. He was sick,

very sick.

Before Mah completely lost
consciousness, he jotted down my name and
the seismic company’s address, and asked a

train attendant to send me a telegram. Mah
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fainted. When the train stopped at the next
station, he was taken to hospital.

A few days later, the train arrived at the
final station. The train attendant sent me a
telegram.

When I got the telegram, I knew my
intuition was right. I immediately asked to
take time off work and caught a train to the
hospital.

Three days later, I saw Mah and couldn’t
believe my eyes.

Mah’s body had totally changed. It
seemed like all of his muscles had
disappeared. He looked like a skeleton with
a thin skin covering on it. His eyes were
bulging. His hair and beard were like dry,
dirty grass. A bird or hen would be very
happy to use them to build a nest.

Mah lay down on the long bench just
outside the ward. When he saw me, he
laughed. For him, it was a real, sincere, and
happy laugh. But for me, this was the most
horrible laugh I had ever heard in my life.

I wanted to ask him. “Mabh, are you from
hell?” T tried to open my mouth several
times, but no words came out. I felt like
there was bitter bile plugging my throat.

Mah stood up, swaying. He grabbed my
arms.

“Find me a restaurant!” he groaned.

There was a restaurant near the hospital.
But Mah could hardly walk without my
help. His body was as soft as a noodle.

When we walked into the restaurant, Mah
sniffed the air like a dog and his body shook
with anticipation. “Hurry up! Order!
Quicker! More! Wait! Booze,” he
commanded.

When the food and liquor came, Mah ate
and drank without stopping for breath, as if
he was a wolf, a tiger, and a lion in one. The
waiter was shocked by the way Mah was
eating and drinking.

“Does this gentleman need help?” the
waiter asked me. He didn’t dare ask Mah but
whispered it to me. Obviously he felt
something was wrong with Mah.

Is this guy... a mental patient?

“Leave him alone. He doesn’t need help
to chew his food for him. He would kill you
if you did that,” I joked.

The poor waiter blinked his eyes, and
walked away even more confused. Now, he
probably thought I was a mental patient, too.

Mah ate all the food, and drank the entire
bottle of booze. He leant on the back of the
chair, closed his eyes, and sighed with
pleasure.

“Are you full?” he asked me, with his

eyes still closing.
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Am I full? What a stupid question! I
didn’t even have a bite, or take a sip of
anything!

“Yup! I'm full,” I said.

“Good! I need to take a shower.”

“Okay! Let’s go then! I will find you a
public shower room.” I walked over to help
him up.

When he was taking a shower, I noticed
pus oozing from his wound.

“Tell me what happened,” I demanded.

That night, Mah was hospitalized; the
doctors performed an emergency operation.
After being in a coma for two days, he woke
up to a big problem. Mah had given them all
money he had, but he still owed them a large
sum. Mah explained to the hospital he had
sent his employer a telegram. Money would
come soon. A week passed, the hospital
started to doubt him. They stopped his
treatment and asked him to leave.

Mah did not argue. He left the ward, but
he did not want to leave the hospital. He lay
down on the long bench outside the ward.

When Mah was a child, he saw too many
people die on the road. Their corpses were
torn to pieces by hungry stray dogs. Those
tragic scenes were etched in his mind. He
was so afraid that nobody would take care of

his body if he died outside. In the hospital,

at least, he believed they would cremate his
corpse.

Suddenly, I understood why Mah bought
and cremated Chick’s corpse.

“So, you haven’t eaten since the day they
threw you out? My God! Are you sure you
aren’t a ghost?” I asked.

Mah shook his head. “A grandma who
works for the hospital had mercy on me. Her
job is to deliver food to the patients. She
reserved a small portion from the other
orders and gave it to me every day. Yes, |
guess I would be a ghost if it wasn’t for
grandma,” he said, smiling.

“You got food every day? Why did you
inhale the food like that in the restaurant
then?” I asked.

“Well! I don’t know what happened to
the grandma... She hasn’t shown up for
three days. I have only had water these
days.”

Living on water for three days!?

I looked at Mah square in the eyes. When
I was a child, my mom told me a human
could not find his or her images in the eyes
of a ghost because a ghost doesn’t have a
solid body. Thank God. I saw my image in
the pupil of Mah’s eyes.

“What? Is something wrong with my

eyes?” Mah asked.
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“No! T just wanted to confirm that I
wasn’t talking to a ghost,” I said.

Mah laughed. I wanted to laugh with him
but I couldn’t.

“You were a beggar when you were a
child. Have you thought about begging
again - I mean temporarily?” I asked after a
while. I felt bitter bile coming to my throat
again.

“Ya! When I was as hungry as hell last
night, I went out and I tried to beg on the
street, but I ...I just couldn’t fucking speak.”

Silence.

“Mah, you did the right thing. As a man,
you shouldn’t beg! Never, ever!”

Mah nodded.

“How much money have you brought
with you? I owe the hospital a lot. You
should pay them first. I also need you to
leave me some money. I have to stay here
for a few days. I must see grandma and
thank her, face to face. You can go back to
the company now if you want,” he said.

“What? I can go back to the company
now? What the fuck are you talking about?
Don’t you know your cut is infected? That is
pretty dangerous. You have to go back to the
hospital now. I won’t leave you alone until
you’re completely recovered. Don’t worry

about money. The money I brought with me

can last you a lifetime. Do you understand
me?” I yelled. I was a little bit offended.

“Okay! Okay! Sorry! I didn’t mean it,”
Mah said, blinking his eyes.

I sent Mah back to the hospital.

After he had stayed there for another three
weeks, the doctor told him he could leave.
He joked that Mah was as strong as a horse,
now.

Grandma still hadn’t shown up. Mah
rented a room near the hospital. He said he
would not go back to the seismic company
until he saw grandma. He went to the
hospital every day to check if she was there.

After another two weeks, grandma finally
showed up. She had been sick, too. Mah
kneeled down in front of her until his
forehead touched the ground.

“I don’t have a mom. Please allow me to
call you mom!” he said, whimpering.
“Mom, thank you for saving my life.” He

stood up, handed her 200 dollars, and

quickly ran away.
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While Mah and I were waiting for
grandma, Lin went to the seismic company.
She waited for Mah for two weeks. She
could not wait any longer, and returned to
Lhasa.

This was fate!

When Mah and I returned to the company,
we went to see Captain Ding right away. He
stormed about his office, leaping up and
down, and yelled at us, sputtering.

I heard nothing except for hundreds of
“fucking this or that” from his mouth.

I felt sorry. There were not many
undergraduates in the company. Mah and I
had left for more than two months. It was
too long for Captain Ding to cover for us.
He had his boss to answer to.

Mah and I dropped our heads and
listened to his yelling, in silence.

Captain Ding finally calmed down. He
sat there smoking, and frowned.

I winked at Mah, and asked, “Captain
Ding, can we leave now?”

“Wait a sec!” Captain Ding said as he
opened a drawer, and grabbed a wad of
telegrams and a parcel. He handed them to
Mah.

“These are from your girlfriend. We
received a telegram from her every day
before she came here herself. She could not

wait for you any longer. She left just before

you guys came back. She said she doesn’t
believe you. She wants you to go to Lhasa
right away to talk to her. Mah, what the fuck
have you done to your girlfriend? She
looked like she was dying,” Captain Ding
said.

Mah opened the parcel. He saw the piece
of white cloth with his blood and tears on it.

Lin, my love has run out. Mah.

Mah stood there and his body wobbled.
There was something coming up his throat.
He covered his mouth with the piece of
cloth. I saw drops of blood come out of the
corner of his mouth. He cleaned his lips
with the cloth and threw it into the garbage
can.

He left Captain Ding’s office without
saying anything.

(To be continued...)
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West Lake Energy

West Lake Energy Corp. is a privately held Calgary-based intermediate oil and natural gas
company focused on development and exploration in western Canada.

West Lake’s operations are focused in the Provost medium oil region and the Lloydminster
heavy oil region, which contain approximately 90% of the Corporation’s production.

The Provost medium oil region is located along the eastern edge of Alberta between Township
36-43 and Range 1-6 W4M. The main producing areas in this region are Cadogan and
Rosenheim, which target the Cummings and Dina zones at a depth of approximately 600 to 700
metres, resulting in medium gravity oil with a density of approximately 20 API. Sparky and Lithic
channels are also targeted in the Sounding Lake, Rosenheim and Provost areas, with densities
of approximately 22-28 API.

The Lloydminster heavy oil region is centered around the City of Lloydminster on the
Alberta/Saskatchewan border. This region’s production is predominantly heavy oil in the 12 to
16 API. Zones targeted include the Colony, Upper Mclaren, Sparky, General Petroleum, Rex and
Waseca at depths of 500 to 700 metres.

The remaining 10% of the Company’s production is gas-weighted and located in West Central
Alberta, Pincher Creek, and the Peace River Arch.
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All contents are from Internet and submissions. FLOW magazine
only provides a convenient platform for everyone to read. We
remain neutral on the text. We are not responsible for the
accuracy, reliability or integrity of the contents contained. The
copyright belongs to the original author.
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