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Novel (Horse) chapter 19
(Steven Neu)

Steven Neu, the author of <<Elegy of
American Indians>> published in Canada. He
lives in Calgary with his wife Eileen, son Craig,
and dog Ace.

Chapter 19

Mah hurried along a city street. When he
heard jeering from a nearby crowd, he
stopped to see what was happening. On the

street corner, he saw a man kneeling down

on the ground and crying for mercy. The
man spoke in the same dialect and accent as
Mah used to. Mah’s hometown was a very
poor, remote village. The people there had a
heavy accent that was very difficult to
understand. Mah had begged for food with
his grandma when he was a child. Grandma
tried to tell people they were hungry and
needed help. Nobody understood what she
was saying. She let Mah kneel down on the
side of the road, simply saying two words
“Starving! Help!” Mah was quite a clever
boy. He did his best to sing these two words
high and clearly. Even though Mah had
improved his pronunciation a lot in
university and after graduation, he still had
an accent. Lin often teased Mah by imitating
him. Mah would laugh whenever Lin did
this.

Five security guards grabbed the man’s
shoulders and tried to press his head down.
Mah walked over and asked some
bystanders what was happening.

A spectator told Mah the municipal
government was preparing for the Annual
Communist Party Congress. Villagers who
lived in the city without the Temporary
Residence Permit would be forced into a
refugee shelter.  Since there were not

enough policemen, the municipality
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temporarily hired a lot of security guards to
help clear the street.

The man they caught was desperately
pleading, but nobody understood him. Mah
got what he was saying. His wife and son
were staying in a rented house located in the
suburbs when he left to find a job. He was
pleading for them to let him go back to the
house to bring his wife and son with him to
the shelter.

Mah walked to the commander of the
security guards and explained to him what
the man was saying. The commander looked
Mah up and down and said, “You are a
monk. Why are you getting involved in this?
Do you know him?”

“I don’t know him, but I can tell he is
from my hometown by his accent. I just
want to help him,” Mah said.

“Well, since you are a monk, [ will
concede to your request. Okay, go ask him
how far the house is from here,” the
commander said.

The man told Mah where the house was
and Mah translated his message to the
commander.

“No way! It’s too far. It will take us at
least three hours to go there and come back.
We don’t have the time. We have to catch
twenty people today. Get him to the truck!”

the commander shouted.

The man cried out to Mah, “Master! Your
God says Buddhists should help all poor
people. Please help me! Help my wife and
son! They will die without me. ”

Mah stopped the commander again. “You
can’t take this man away. You should have
pity on his family,” Mah said.

“Fuck! Who do you think you are? A
Buddhist God? How dare you talk to me like
this? Go away-you fool!”

“No!” Mah said firmly. “Please take a
pity on this guy’s wife and son.”

“Shit! Get this fucking fake monk to the
truck, t0o.” The commander was furious. He
turned around and ordered his people to
apprehend Mah.

Two guards approached Mah. Mah
jumped away and quickly knocked one of
them down to the ground. He roared with
pain. More guards rushed over, but they
couldn’t arrest Mah. A few seconds later,
Mabh struck another one.

“Stop! Please stop!” A middle-aged man
threaded his way through the spectators. He
walked towards the commander and handed
him a cigarette. “Please ask your people to
stop fighting,” he said.

Obviously, the commander knew the man
well. “Hi, Mr. Bai. What’s going on? Why
do you want us to stop? Do you know this

monk?” he asked.
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“Of course I know him. He is one of my
friends.”

“Well! As a famous millionaire, you seem
to have thousands of friends in the world.
Okay!” The man blew a sharp whistle. All
the guards immediately stopped and faced
him.

“Leave the monk alone. He is Mr. Bai’s
friend. Just take that man,” he ordered.

“No! You can’t. His wife and son are
waiting for him at home,” Mah shouted.

Mr. Bai stared at Mah for a short while,
and then turned to ask the commander. “I
need to take this man with me as well. You
know, a friend of a friend is also a friend.”

The commander laughed when he heard
that. “Sure, Mr. Bai. They are all yours! *
He turned around and shouted, “Hurry up
boys! Let’s go. There’s not much time left
today. We have to work harder... ” He
waved goodbye to Mr. Bai.

After the guards left, Mr. Bai walked over
to Mah. “Can I buy you a drink?” he asked.

“I'm sorry, but I don’t know you,” Mah
said.

“Of course you don’t know me, but I have
something I want to talk to you about.
Please come with me. “

Mabh stood still.

“Come on! I saved you and your friend.

Actually, you should be the one buying me a

drink,” Mr. Bai joked. Mah nodded and
waved for the man he tried to rescue to
follow him.

“No! He shouldn’t come with us. My
driver will look after him for you. Trust me.
He is safe now.”

They went to a bar.

“Since you are a monk, I don’t think you
drink beer or anything containing alcohol.
Can I buy you a juice or something?” Mr.
Bai asked.

“Yeah. Buddhism has tons of strict rules
and regulations. But I drink, anyway,” Mah
said.

Mr. Bai laughed. “I like you already.” He
ordered two glasses of beer and introduced
himself.

“I was a soldier when China was at war
with Vietnam in 1979. We went to their
country and killed a lot of people. I wasn’t
just a common soldier. I was a Sergeant in
the Special Forces. This group’s main task
was to locate the enemy’s command posts,
destroy them and catch or kill the
commanders. All of us knew martial arts
very well. When I saw you fighting with
those guards back there, you always
attacked their vitals with explosive force and
knocked them down in record time. This is
the essence of a great fighter. Okay, let me

carry on with my story. After I retired from
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the army, I started a business. Now, my
company is the largest one in the city. I have
many guards working for me that know
martial arts. To be honest, none of them are
half as good as you are, not even close. |
need a coach to train them. That person is
you. Listen. What I will pay you would
allow you live much better than a monk. I
will also offer you a car and a two-bed-room
apartment. They are company assets but you
can use them for free,” Mr. Bai said, waiting
for Mah’s response.

Mah thought for a while and asked, “Is
this why you saved me?”

“Yes!” Mr. Bai nodded, without any
hesitation.

“What would you do if I don’t take your
offer?” Mah asked.

Mr. Bai seemed a little bit surprised by
Mah'’s response. He seriously looked at Mah
and studied the expression on his face. Mah
looked back at him.

“You can go right now if you don’t like
my offer, “Mr. Bai said.

Mah stood up and bowed to Mr. Bai.
“Thank you Mr. Bai. I know I owe you. I
hope I can pay you back in the future.”

Mr. Bai bowed back. “No! I don’t think
you owe me. I'm glad I could help a

Buddhist.”

Walking out of the bar, Mah spotted the
man from his hometown and waved at him
to join him. They had only walked a few
hundred meters when Mr. Bai’s driver ran
over to them and handed Mah an envelope.

“There is some money inside, as well as
my boss’s business card. Any time, if you
need help, or, you change your mind, please
contact him,” he said between breaths and
then ran away.

Mah took out the card, glanced at it, and
put it in his pocket. He handed the envelope
to the man. “Take it! Go home.”

The man kneeled down in front of Mah
and touched his head to the ground. “Thank
you! Thank you! You are my saviour! My
wife and my son’s saviour, too,” he said,
sobbing.

Mah pulled him up.

(To be continued...)
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West Lake Energy

West Lake Energy Corp. is a privately held Calgary-based intermediate oil and natural gas
company focused on development and exploration in western Canada.

West Lake’s operations are focused in the Provost medium oil region and the Lloydminster
heavy oil region, which contain approximately 90% of the Corporation’s production.

The Provost medium oil region is located along the eastern edge of Alberta between Township
36-43 and Range 1-6 W4M. The main producing areas in this region are Cadogan and
Rosenheim, which target the Cummings and Dina zones at a depth of approximately 600 to 700
metres, resulting in medium gravity oil with a density of approximately 20 API. Sparky and Lithic
channels are also targeted in the Sounding Lake, Rosenheim and Provost areas, with densities
of approximately 22-28 API.

The Lloydminster heavy oil region is centered around the City of Lloydminster on the
Alberta/Saskatchewan border. This region’s production is predominantly heavy oil in the 12 to
16 API. Zones targeted include the Colony, Upper Mclaren, Sparky, General Petroleum, Rex and
Waseca at depths of 500 to 700 metres.

The remaining 10% of the Company’s production is gas-weighted and located in West Central
Alberta, Pincher Creek, and the Peace River Arch.
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All contents are from Internet and submissions. FLOW magazine
only provides a convenient platform for everyone to read. We
remain neutral on the text. We are not responsible for the
accuracy, reliability or integrity of the contents contained. The
copyright belongs to the original author.
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