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Sherry Wong 4= I Miss You Too I Miss You Too

| am so glad it’s Friday evening and tomorrow

afternoon is my only half-day off for the
¥ weekend. The time off will be used for a hair-
________ - dressing appointment, grocery shopping, and
one-hour work-out in the gym if | run the day
efficiently and if there are no major traffic
issues. | step out of the shower and wrap a bath
towel around myself. My phone rings.

“You are home?” It’s Mom and this is her typical
greeting. I’'m never sure if it's a question or a
statement. | often have the urge to say, No
wonder. You are calling my home phone, aren’t

,rf/ : { you? But | never do. In Chinese culture, it’s
/W{’ | considered extremely impolite to make fun of
an elderly person, especially when that person
is your parent. To her, you are home seems a

more natural greeting than how are you?

RPFEILL TR Sherry Wong , XL FR “Yes, mom,” | say. “I want to learn computer,”
¥, HEE—FEBEME. TXHEW, my mother announces. “Okay.” Mom always
REYBEE. has new ideas. “Uncle Dong has been learning

” llI

computer for the past two years.” “I see.

KEHFRFHE . ¥BRELH LBERF
fERXE , ARBEEREASCRNT LR

was very upset today. | was at Uncle Dong and
Auntie Dong’s place last night. He was doing

w . things on his computer. | said | also want to
1988 4, REBUNMBELERA—BE, W learn how to play computer. You know what he
FH— A2, MBEAERIImEX. K said?” My wet hair drips down my back. “What?”
EREXKEER, NiFHEVTHE, I “He said, ‘You can never learn.” What an insult.
B5E. Just for that, | must learn. | will show him.”
RENEURMFABRZEHRLESE. HAEHK My mother lives in a seniors’ building
BEXENLERE LRR—BERBFHR downtown; only a few Chinese live among the
BEAER, —RINKREREZ B, 180 residents. The inability to speak English and

to communicate with others pushes the Chinese

mERKPEARSHBRBROFARAN. BRF
FEHIRAKWER . ARAHEE , MHEFHE
BE. RRGHRATIZERT Ma iR BR B ik - They become friends first, then some of them

become frenemies over the time. Frenemy is a

into a close circle.

new word that I've just learned. It means
friend-enemy.
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They have conflicts but can’t live without each
other, like the United States and China. Because
these friends and frenemies are all from my
mother’s generation, they are uncles and
aunties to me. However, as far as | know, Uncle

Dong is everyone’s friend and no one’s frenemy.

| don’t know what got into his head this time.
No wonder Mom is upset. “Also,” my mother
continues without waiting for my response, “I
heard about a computer course at the Chinese
community centre. They have many old
students and they even teach them how to play
music on computer. They are assembling an
orchestra. | want to take the course too. Can

you get a computer for me?”

My stomach tightens. “Yes.” “Can you get it for
me this weekend?” | know my mom. If she
decides to do something, it has to be done not
now but right now. “Let me see.” | know exactly
what my schedule is like. Still, | reach for my
purse on my bedroom floor and fish out my
planner. It seems this extra effort will somehow
save me from the trouble. | open it and flip to
tomorrow, slowly cross off the hairdresser’s
appointment in the afternoon.

I will have to call the salon in the morning.
Computer shopping won’t take much time, two
hours at most. After that, | still can fit in grocery
shopping before a simple supper and the gym.
“Okay, Mom. I'll get it for you,” | say. “l want a
big one,” she says. “You know my eyesight. It
has to be big.” “It’s going to be around $500,” |
tell her.

Mom hasn’t bought new clothes for years. In
her small apartment, she uses the same four
folding lawn chairs | bought for her ten years
ago. When the plastic surface ripped, she taped
them and made four odd-looking chair-mats
with fabric cut from old clothes, to cover the
tears.

| offered to buy her new ones but she refused -
she said the old ones were just fine.

On Saturday, | cruise a few electronic stores and
finally go back to Best Buy. It takes much more
time than | anticipate. The laptop with the
biggest screen costs $599. | call my mom from
my cell phone and explain that if we get the
second biggest one, | can save her $100. “No,”
she insists, “the biggest one.” Big it is. Late
Saturday afternoon | deliver the laptop to her
apartment and stay to hook it up, knowing
she’d never accomplish the feat herself.

When | attempt to leave, mom says, “It’s supper
time. Why don’t you have supper here and
teach me how to use it afterwards.”

| look at my watch. | can decline the offer and
go home to cook my own supper, but I'll still
have to come back to teach her. | may as well
stay.

Mom suffers arthritis in all the joints in her
body and walks slowly. She can’t turn her neck
more than ten degrees. The knuckles on her
hands are swollen and her fingers are stiff.
When she holds a cooking pot or a plate, her
hands often shake. But she refuses any help in
the kitchen. She is much slower now than ten
years ago, so she pre-cooks a lot of food and
stores it in her fridge. When her friends come,
all she needs to do is pick a dish and warm it up,
so the guests don’t have to wait.

After supper, | turn on the computer and start
to explain how it works, trying to push away the
thought of missing gym. Oh well, today is finger-
exercise day.

“Wait, | need to write all this down.” Mom finds
a notebook from a desk drawer, puts her
glasses on, and starts to write down every word.
| have to speak very slowly and in great detail,
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including the step of turning on and off the
computer. | can guess how long this will take.

When we get Windows started, Mom protests,
“But this is all in English. How am | going to
understand it? How come you don’t have it in
Chinese?” “The computer only comes in English.”
“I will ask Uncle Dong. He has everything in
Chinese.” “That’s a good idea,” | tell her, hoping
this means Uncle Dong will take her from my
hands. After all, this is all his fault. “But since
you are here, you may as well teach me the
English way. You translate, | write it down.” She
pats her empty desk chair.

At 11:00 pm, | tell Mom | have to leave.

“Okay, but can you come back tomorrow?”
Mom looks up at me wishfully. “Sorry, Mom, |
can’t.” “Why?” “I have clients tomorrow.” “Why
do you always work, work, work? Why can’t you
find a job that doesn’t require you to work on
the weekend?”

“Mom, you know | have to fit myself into my
clients’ schedules when they are not at work.
I’'m on commission. If | don’t work, | don’t get to

”

eat.

“Does that mean you get time off when they
are at work?” “No, Mom. | still have to work
during the week.” “Okay. When can you come
back?” “l don’t know, Mom. | will call you next
week.” “When next week?” “How about next
Thursday?” “Sure. Drive safely.” Mom walks me
out of the door and to the elevator. She always
walks me out.

“There are a lot of bad guys. Look around
before you open your garage door. | heard bad
guys hide in the bushes. When you open the
garage door, they follow you in and attack you.
There was a woman...” “Mom, you told me the
story before. Besides, we’re in Canada, not in

China.” “This kind of thing happens in Canada
too.” I sigh. “I'll be careful.”

The elevator door opens and | step in. “Call me
when you get home.” The elevator door closes
but | still can hear her voice. | picture her, small
and fragile. “When you get old, you shrink.”
Mom often reminds me that she used to be
much taller. When she stands next to me, her
head only reaches my chest and her full head of
thin silver hair is like snow cap on a mountain
top.

| get home at 11:40 pm. Somehow the two hour
project turned into a nine and a half hour
nightmare. Mom is eighty-five this year and is
the only family | have in Canada, which makes
me the only family of hers here. | know the
time we have together is limited and | should
spend more time with her. But why do | always
want to escape every time | am at her place?
Yet when we are apart, | often think of the time
when | was a child. | used to sleep in her bed. |
loved to snuggle up to her because it was the
safest place in the whole world.

Monday morning, Mom calls me at work. “You
didn’t get me a computer bag. How am |
supposed to take the computer to school
without a bag?”

| should have just bought her every accessory in
the store. “Sorry, Mom. | forgot. I'll get one for
you.” “When?” “How about tomorrow night?” |
have an early evening appointment the next
day. After that, stores like Wal-Mart and Super
Store will still be open.

| get the computer bag for her and tell her I'll
deliver it in weekend.

Wednesday, late evening, when I'm on the
phone with my sister in China, another call
comes in. The good thing about the call waiting
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feature is that I'll never miss a call. The bad
thing is that I'll never miss a call from my
mother. “l am very upset,” she announces.
“Mom, I’'m on the other line. Can | call you right
back?”

| switch over to my sister and explain to her
why | have to go.

My mother has a diatribe ready as soon as |
switch back. “l asked Uncle Dong how to get
Chinese onto my computer. He said he didn’t
know. How could that be? He has it on his
computer.” “Maybe someone else got it for
him.” “You’re right; a friend got it for him. But
when | asked if his friend can help me, he said
his friend is very busy. He just doesn’t want to
help.”

What other appointments will | have to cross off
now?

Thursday evening.

“Have you found out how to get Chinese on my
computer?” Mom asks. My cellphone feels hot
against my cheek.

“Sorry Mom, | haven’t had a chance.” “No
matter. My friend Uncle Liu can find someone
who will get it for me. It'll cost $100. Do you
think | should pay for it?” “As long as it is in the
original package.” “What you mean?” “l mean
as long as it’s not an illegal copy.” “How am |
going to know that?” “You can ask the person.”
“Are you crazy? What an insult to ask such a
question!”

| pull some vegetables from the fridge and
attempt to assemble a salad while talking. “Well,
if you don’t want to ask, you’ll have to take the
risk.” “If it’s illegal, will | be put in jail?” “l don’t
think so. But if you are caught, you may have to
pay a fine.” “Well, in that case, I'd better not

get it. Maybe you can find a copy for me. You
should be able to do that, right?”

Friday night, after Toastmasters’ meeting, |
have a voicemail from - guess who?

“It's me. Mom. Where are you? Hello? Hello?”
Then a click. How many times do | have to teach
her how to leave a message? | have to call her
back right away. Otherwise she may think | have
been abducted by aliens. “Hi, Mom.” “Where
were you?” “At a meeting.” “l just want to tell
you my little friend, Xiao Li, the graduate
student at the university, can get Chinese on my
computer. He said it was free and legal. | asked
him because it takes you too long.”

Despite fixing one problem, my mother can
always come up with more. “How about
Internet?” she asks, on Saturday. “I want to get
on the Internet.”

| drop my groceries at the front door. An apple
rolls out of a bag and into the living room. “I
thought you were going to use the Internet at

the Chinese Community Centre.” | say.

“They only have two outlets and they are
always occupied. | can’t wait there all day, can
I?” “Well, if you want to get your own internet,
you'll need to pay a monthly fee, just like your
cable TV.”

| picture her forehead wrinkling. “How much?”
“It's not cheap. Mine costs $45 a month.”
Maybe this will scare her off so | don’t have to
deal with it. “l guess | have to get it. Everyone is
online now. Uncle Dong has Internet. Can you
get it set up for me?”

She knows | can, so why phrase it as a question?
“I'll have to make the call at your place, though.”
“Why?” “Because of the Privacy Act. It means
the Internet-service company needs to verify
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with you that | am not an impersonator.” |
scoop up the apple and drag the bags to the
kitchen. “Why would you do that?” Mom asks.
“I wouldn’t. But they need the proof.”

“Why would anyone want to impersonate a
poor old woman like me? Do they want to make
money or not? A Chinese company wouldn’t be
so fussy and stupid. Can you come right now?”
“l can’t, I'm meeting a friend in half an hour.”
“Who?” “Yuanyuan. You know her.” “Yes, a nice
girl. How about after that?” “I need to study for
my exam, the exam | told you about.”

She pauses. “If you need to study, why meet
Yuanyuan? Study is more important, isn’t it?”
“Yes, Mom,” | say, “You're right,” missing
always between the words. “Good,” she says.
“You study, then you come help me. Study and
family are the most important things.”

My mother’s clean and cozy flat has one
bedroom, one living room, a very small kitchen,
and a bathroom. | actually like to visit her when
she does not trap me for hours.

| give Mom the two Internet providers’ names
and ask her which one she prefers. When she
learns their prices are about the same, she says
it doesn’t matter.

| call the first company and am put on hold for a
good ten minutes. When I'm finally put through
and tell the rep that I’'m calling on behalf of my
mother, she asks me to pass the phone to my
mom. Then she asks Mom some questions in
English. Mom says, “Yeah, yeah,” and passes
the phone back to me. Mom thinks she has
successfully convinced the rep the legitimacy of
the call. Unfortunately it was not close-ended
questions. The rep tells me my mother didn’t
answer her question and, therefore, she can’t
help.

| want to say: Even if she can speak English, how
do you know it is indeed my mom anyway? You
don’t know her voice. For all you know, | could
have grabbed any old lady and let her
impersonate my mom. The only way to verify a
caller’s identity without meeting in person is to
scan the person’s eye and compare it with your
database. But of course, | say nothing of this
sort.

“She doesn’t speak English,” | say. “That’s why
I’'m making the phone call. Would you please
pass us to a Chinese rep?” “We don’t have a
Chinese rep here.” “Don’t you guys want to
make money? Your rule is pretty stupid.” | can’t
stop myself. “Ma’am, if you raise your voice, |
will have to hang up.”

| hang up the phone before she does, which
gives me a small satisfaction. | call the other
company. Again, after listening to music for a
good seven minutes, | get through. Thank God
there are two internet service companies in
town. We arrange for a Chinese technician to
come next Wednesday to get my mother’s
Internet installed. Before | leave, Mom takes
out a package the size of a brick from her fridge.
It’s in a black cotton sack with a draw-string at
the end. Just a glance at it, | know Mom made
the sack.

“This is for you.” “l don’t need any food.” “It is
not food. It is for cleaning computers. Canada
has everything, don’t they?” | can tell she is very
proud of herself for knowing something that |
don’t. “Why is it in a sack?” “To keep it moist.”
“The cotton sack won’t keep it moist.” “I have
two layers.” “Why don’t you keep it for
yourself?” “It’s for you.”

| take the sack from her, just like other little
things she often gives to me: homemade dishes,
imported fruits, a sack of steamed buns, a
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bottle of shampoo, a scarf, and hand-made
crafts. Some are made by her, others are given
to her by her friends. She never says she loves
me, or she misses me. | don’t say it either. We
Chinese have a hard time expressing our
feelings verbally.

On my way home, | start to practice making my
voice sound like Mom'’s, for future usage. But it
is more like a lamb’s bleat than an old woman’s
voice. After a few tries, | give up.

When | get home, | untie the drawstring and
open the black cotton sack. Inside there is a
white cotton sack, also with a drawstring. Both
strings are multi-coloured, very pretty. Then |
pull out the plastic package inside with an
opening on the top. The words on the package
read: Baby Wipes.

“They went too fast,” Mom says, Sunday
afternoon, when she calls me. “Who went too
fast?”

“Our computer teacher. I'm the oldest student
in the class. My eyesight is poor and I'm half
deaf. You know, it's very hard to hold a
magnifying glass with one hand and try to type
with the other. | just can’t follow them. | think |
need some private lessons.” “Private lessons?”
My jaw drops. “It will cost money.” “Maybe yes,
maybe no. Uncle Dong’s friend taught him for
free. All he and Auntie Dong did was making
supper for the friend whenever he was at their
place.” “Who will you ask?” “Our computer
teacher.”

The following week, my mother announces, “I
asked Teacher Zhang, he said he will teach me
for free. But Uncle Dong suggested that | pay
him ten dollars an hour. What you think?”

| pin the phone between my ear and shoulder
while trying to fold some laundry. “I think it’s a
very good price.”

“I have taken my first lesson,” Mom informs me.
“It was very confusing.” | know she is referring
to her private lesson. My stomach growls. My
cell phone battery is dying.

“It will take time,” | tell her, searching for the
plug-in. “Teacher Zhang teaches his students to
play music on the computer and they will
organize an orchestra performance for the
Chinese New Year celebration. | told Teacher
Zhang | wanted to join the orchestra too.”
“What did he say?” “He said he didn’t see any
problem. This means | have to learn fast. Only
four months left. Can you ask your sister to buy
some self-study computer books in China for
me?”

Mom and my sister never talk on the phone
because my sister’s phone number in China is
too long. With her stiff fingers, Mom can never
finish dialing before the line is cut off. “Why do
they give you such a short time? It is for young
people only.

Nobody ever thinks about old folks.” I've set
speed dial for her on her fax machine but she
never uses it. Should | call the telephone
company to give them the feedback? What's
the use? | don’t think they care about old
people. | don’t think they care about anybody. If
they did, they wouldn’t put you on hold forever
every time you call.

Two weeks later, Mom gives me the bad news.
Teacher Zhang doesn’t think she has enough
time to learn playing music on the computer for
the performance.

“But Teacher Zhang said | could sit in the last
row and pretend. Do you think | should do that?”
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don’t know....people can tell when vyou
pretend.” “Really? You think they can tell?
Maybe | shouldn’t do it then.”

One day | find her Internet cable is loose and
the connection broken. “Does this happen
often?” | ask. “Yes. You just need to push the
cord in from time to time.”

This works temporarily, but then the connection
breaks again. | finally figured out the catch
inside the port on her computer is broken.

“Mom, how did this break?” “One day | couldn’t
get the cord out. Auntie Dong said she could.
She pulled the cord very hard and she got it out
all right. | guess that must be the time the piece
was broken.” “Next time,” | tell her, “don’t let
others touch your computer.”

She throws her hands up in the air. “Everyone
touches my computer. When they come, they
walk straight to my computer from the door.”
“Put it in your bedroom,” | suggest. “The cable
outlet is here.” She points. “Not in the
bedroom.” “You can set up a password to lock
up your computer,” | tell her.

She sits down on the couch. Her feet do not
reach the floor. “Teacher Zhang has set it up for
me. But it’s no use. When my friends come,
they just ask me to unlock my computer for
them.” “You could refuse.” “Yes | could, if |
don’t want any friends anymore.”

| can get an extension or buy a longer cable
cord for her. But it has to run through her
bedroom door so she can never close that door
properly. Besides, it will look ugly. | can help her
set up a wireless Internet connection. But |
know as soon as | say these words, she’ll not
leave me in peace. And wireless internet won’t
be easy for her to learn. | breathe in, then out.

The next time I'm at my mom’s place, the
Internet cord is taped to the computer port and
there is a note on the wall right above the desk
where her computer sits:

“Personal computer is private property. It is like
one’s toothbrush, one’s underwear. Do you
want to use other people’s toothbrush or wear
their underwear? | guess not. So please don’t
touch MY computer.” | want to laugh. “Does
this work?” “Not really. Their eyes are always
fixed on the computer screen. They don’t even
bother to lift their head. No one sees the note,”
Mom sighs. | want to say why not put the note
on your computer screen? but choose not to.
Mom doesn’t need more frenemies.

On a cold November day, Mom calls to tell me
the Orchestra wants to borrow her computer
for practice.

“Not every member has a computer.” She says.
| frown. “Yours is brand new. I’'m not sure it is a
good idea to lend it out. Your port is broken
too.” “Uncle Dong has lent his. He said | should.
You know, Uncle Dong is a very clever man and
has a lot of friends. If he lent out his computer, |
think | should too.”

“What if it gets damaged?” | picture myself
crossing out more hairdressing appointments,
more trips to the gym and more meetings with
friends. I'll have to buy her a new one and do
this all over again. | don’t even know how she
could afford this one. She didn’t even give me a
chance to offer to pay for it. “I will watch it. |
will deliver it to them every time they have a
practice and get it back afterwards.” “That
means you have to walk all the way downtown
and back three times a week. You have knee
problems! What if you slip?” “I'll use my walker.”
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For the next three months, Mom puts her
beloved laptop in the basket of her walker and
walks to and from Chinatown three times a
week in the cold weather, like a o’clock. When
she saw the orchestra members often missing
their supper, Mom handmade and delivered
sweet Chinese buns to them on a snowing
December day. “Teacher Zhang praised me in
front of everyone.” Mom gives me a big
toothless grin.

On the night of the performance, | go to the
show to meet with my mom. Considering the
fact that the members are between sixty and
eighty and are first time musical performers
with computer keyboards, they did a pretty
good job. After the show, | find Mom’s
computer among the scattered items on the
backstage floor: laptops, backpacks, duffel bags,
lunch boxes, napkins, paper cups, winter boots,
jackets and scarves. | pick up her computer, put
it in the bag, and carry the bag for her. She
pushes her walker to the front door. There are
about seven or eight flights of snow and ice-
covered concrete stairs. | look around, not sure
how to get Mom and her walker to the bottom
without her breaking a hip.

“How did you get up here earlier?” | ask.
“Someone helped me.”

As we talk, a young man comes over and offers
help. He carries the walker to the bottom. | help
Mom get down the stairs, slowly and painfully.
Will | be able to do the same at her age? Walk
as much as she does despite the pain? Lend my
laptop out and make sweet buns for a group of
strangers? | don’t even want to do this now
when I'm perfectly healthy and strong.

Because of what mom contributed to the
orchestra, Teacher Zhang waives the ten dollars
hourly fee.

“My little friend Xiao Li offers to teach me for
free as well. He has passed all his exams and
has time now.”

Other computer accessories begin to
mysteriously appear on Mom’s computer desk.
A microphone with a web camera the size of a
ping-pong ball. A Chinese writing pad, a
template with a pen that allows one to write
Chinese and have the Chinese characters
appear onscreen, both state-of-the-art stuff.
My microphone and web camera are separated,
and | don’t even have a Chinese writing pad.
Someone has helped her to set up wireless
internet and her computer is in her bedroom
now. With the new printer | bought for her, she
is now fully equipped to conquer the world.

“Where have you gotten all this stuff?” | ask.
“These are gifts from my friends. Do you want
them?” “No, Mom. They are yours.” “You can
try out my writing pad.” “That’s okay. | don’t
need it.” I'm glad Mom has so many warm-
hearted friends and I’'m amazed that she hasn’t
driven them crazy.

I’'m in Mom'’s place again. As we are talking, |
think | hear a knock on the door. “Someone is at
the door,” | say. “Nobody’s there. It's in my
computer. Someone wants to talk to me online.”
Someone wants to talk to her online? Is she
kidding? “Are you going to answer it?” | ask.
“No matter. | have so many knocks a day. | can’t
talk with them all.” “Who are these people?”
“My friends from here and my new friends from
China. You know how it is.”

Mom uses QQ, a Chinese version of Skype. And
she also knows how to search on Baidu, the
Chinese version of Google. She tells me she
often does research on Baidu about health
issues. | pray to God that she won’t discover
Alibaba and Taobao, the Chinese version of

G % 13 #

Page 38



eBay. Now | often send, or rather forward, e-
mails to Mom, mostly on health issues and
safety. | also send her news from China as well
as wise men and women’s prospects of life.
Some of the materials are long and | don’t have
time to read them through. Mom always reads
every e-mail, every word | sent her. When she is
ill, she may not check her e-mails for a few days.
But after that, she always catches up and
dutifully reports to me. She is the most diligent
reader of my e-mail in the entire world.

Then | get an email from her: “I'd like to chat
with you.” | know she meant to chat with me
online. I’'m thinking, why not just call me?

A few days later | get another e-mail from her.
“Mom misses you.” | don’t think she ever said
this to me in person or over the phone. | knew
she missed me but | don’t think she knew how
to say it. She often uses food to lure me to her
place. Now, through the Internet, she finally
said it; not out loud though, just with a few
words, small and timid — her first try.

| don’t know what to say. Should | say “l miss
you too”? | feel obligated to say so but if | do,
will she demand that | call her every day and
visit her every second day? | know when she is
gone, | will miss her terribly. But how can | say it?
First, in Chinese culture, people believe if you
say something bad, the bad thing will happen.
So you will never talk about, or even hint about,
death. Second, if | say | will miss her when she is
gone, does that mean | don’t miss her now?
She’ll be hurt. A complete true statement would
be: | miss you too as long as you don’t trap me
for hours a time and you’re not so demanding.
But | don’t know how to say it without hurting
her, not even by e-mail. In the end, | decide not
to reply.

She has not sent me another such message. |
know - | have scared her off. No one wants to
be hurt twice. But I'll never forget her message,
the shortest e-mail | have ever received from
her, three words only. And it is always on my
mind. Not just the message, but my response,
or rather, the lack thereof. The three-word
message is like a stone in my heart. When |
think of it, | have a hard time breathing. She
didn’t ask too much, not that time, perhaps only
a short four-word reply: | miss you too.

| have given her my time, my care, and all the
help she needs. But maybe I'm not a good
daughter. | have withheld the few words that
she longs to hear. | have to do this. | have to say
it to her before she leaves me, before she
leaves this world.

Today, six months later, as | finish typing up this
story, | send her a short e-mail, only five words,
in English:

“I miss you too, Mom.”
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Novel Series {Horse) chapter 10
(Steven Neu)

Steven Neu, the author of <<Elegy of
American Indians>> published in Canada. He
lives in Calgary with his wife, son, and dog
Ace.

Mah came back from Lhasa. He looked

exhausted and sad.
I knew what to do for him. I bought two
bottles of booze and Mah’s favourite food,

and took them to his room. Mah didn’t even

smile when he saw me. He just sat down
poured himself a drink and drank it without
saying a word.

Silently, we were done one bottle. Mah’s
frown eventually folded. The alcohol was
working! It was time to talk now.

“What happened? Is there something
wrong with your girlfriend?” I asked.

Silence.

“Come on! Tell me!” I insisted.

“Lin asked me to marry her,” Mah finally
said.

I laughed. “This is good news. Why
aren’t you happy?”

“Yes, in the beginning, I thought it was
good news. But when I asked her if her
parents approved, she said no. She said her
dad is happy what she is going to do. But
her mom is firmly against us. She said she
would commit suicide if Lin marries me.
She warned that we could have a wedding
and a funeral at the same time.”

“What a stupid woman!” I said.

Mah continued. “Lin said her mom was
just bluffing. We could ignore her threat.
However, not having a mother myself, I
really don’t want to go against her wishes.
She will be my mom after Lin and I are
married. I told Lin to be patient. We could
wait. We just graduated from university. We

have time. As long as we love each other,
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her mom would concede, sooner or later. It
was just a matter of time.”

I nodded. “I agree with you.”

“To my surprise, Lin kept on insisting
that we get the marriage certificate. It didn’t
matter what I said. She wouldn’t relent. She
was so mad at me. She has never acted like
this before. She is such a sweet natured girl.
This is unusual. I realized something must
have happened to her. I asked, but she would
not tell me,” Mah said, frowning again, and
swigged another shot of booze.

They reconciled the last night Mah
stayed at Lhasa. They made love, over and
over. She was completely naked on the bed.
Her body was hot and shivering under
Mah’s warm palms.

“Mabh, if I was pregnant with your baby,
would you marry me?” she asked with tears
in her eyes.

His heart hammered painfully in his chest.
He levered himself again and took her face
between his hands.

“No, Lin! You are thinking about it in the
wrong way. [ will marry you. We will have
a marriage certificate. We will have our
baby, but just... not now.”

He held her tightly in his arms the whole
night.

In the morning, Mah and Lin kissed

goodbye. “Mah, I am yours. It doesn’t

matter what happens,” Lin murmured. She
cried again. At that moment, Mah didn’t
want to leave Lin alone anymore. He was
worried and scared. Mah couldn’t afford to
lose her. He would have nothing left in the
world without her.

Mah soon found out what was bothering
Lin. At the train station, several strong,
young men surrounded Mah while he was
purchasing his train ticket. Two of them
were swarthy, Tibet natives with Tibetan
swords hanging in their sheathes.

“What do you want?” Mah asked.

“Follow us!” a guy said.

“Why?” Mah said.

A native man pulled out the sword and
pointed it at Mah.

“Follow us!” the man repeated, in a firm,
cold tone.

Mah looked round and sized up the
position and angle of these men standing
around him. It was possible for him to
quickly knock the man with the sword down
and then run away. The guy who stood in
front of the exit was very skinny. He could
easily be taken down.

Just before Mah was ready to attack, he
suddenly realized this must relate to Lin.
Memories surfaced like movie scenes... She
was so eager to obtain a marriage certificate.

She was so mad at him when he turned her
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down. She cried over and over when they
made love... “I am yours. It doesn’t matter
what happens.”...

After a few moments, Mah calmed
down.

“I will follow you,” he said.

They walked out of the ticket hall. There
were two cars parked outside. They guided
Mah towards the cars. Mah noticed one of
them had police licence plate. A strong
uneasy feeling came over him.

What the fuck! Police? Government?

They pushed Mah into the second car. It
took them almost one hour to arrive at a
five-star hotel in a suburb of Lhasa. Mah
knew the hotel was not for the public. This
kind of hotel was built for high-ranking
government officers only. There were cops
patrolling the area 24 hours a day.

They took an elevator up to the
penthouse and walked into a very luxurious
suite. There was a sign ““ Presidential Suite”
on the door.

When they entered, a young man was
sitting on the sofa and glared at Mah as he
came closer.

“Boss! He is here. Our job is done. We’ll
wait outside. Let us know if you need
anything,” a guy said to the young man with

respect.

“Good job! I'm gonna buy you guys
dinner, and pussy tonight,” he said, smiling
at them.

They laughed and left.

“Sit down!” he said to Mah arrogantly.

Mah ignored him. He stood tall and kept
his eyes fixed on the man.

“It’s up to you if you wanna stand, man!”
the young man shrugged.

“I know who you are. Your name is Mah.
You are Lin’s boyfriend. Who am I? 1 am
never scared to tell people my name. I'm
Lew. To avoid scaring the shit out of you, I
won’t tell you my family background. Now,
listen carefully. I love your girlfriend. How
much do I love her? I am willing to die for
her,” Lew said, looking at Mah for a while,
and continued.

“Did you hear what I said? I'm willing to
die for her. I wouldn’t hesitate if I had to kill
you to get her. Do you believe me?” Lew
asked.

Mah didn’t say a word. He simply stared
at Lew with a peculiar expression on his
face.

Glancing at Mah, Lew took out an
envelope and a sharp Tibetan dagger, and
put them on the tea table in front of him.

“There is six thousand dollars in the
envelope for you. How much do you make a

year? Eight hundred dollars? One thousand?
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Anyway, take the money and leave Lhasa
right now. Lin is mine! Do you hear me?”

Mah stood there like a piece of steel pipe.

“If you dare, I'll give you one more
option. Take the dagger to protect yourself
when you come to Lhasa next time. Just
don’t forget - This is Lhasa! This is my
kingdom. Now, you choose - Take the
money? Or the dagger?” Lew demanded.

Tons of powder mixed and exploded in
Mah’s chest! The blast of the explosion was
rising up through his body to the top of his
head. He looked at Lew with fire burning in
his eyes.

Mah could tell from Lew’s size he was a
not strong man, not at all. Mah could easily
smash him like pumpkin! Mah could grab
the dagger, jump on him, knock him down,
and cut his throat before his goons ever
knew.

Mah measured the distance. He was a
hundred percent sure that he could kill him
within five seconds!

Kill him! Kill him! Kill him!

His desire was so strong. Mah’s body
started to shiver.

Lew watched Mah shivering. He thought
Mah was very scared. He gave Mah a
contemptuous glance and said, “Be a man,
Mah. Lin would laugh at you if she saw you
like this. Now I know what kind of person

you are. I feel sorry for Lin that she has you
as her boyfriend. Take the money. Fuck off!
Never come back!”

Just when Mah was going to jump and
kill Lew, he suddenly heard a sharp cry, a
cry from Lin, a cry from his heart.

“Don’t!”

The cry sent such cold shivers down
Mah’s spine that he was frozen. He couldn’t
move.

After a short while, Mah recovered. He
looked at Lew square in the eyes.

“Listen you scumbag! Take back your
fucking money and dagger! If you so much
as breathe on Lin, I will kill you. Trust me!”

As if struck by a flash of lightning, Lew
was stunned. He sat there like a fool. He
couldn’t believe his eyes. He couldn’t
understand the change in Mah. What the hell
happened? His face turned red. He jumped
up, grabbed a glass, and threw it towards the
TV.

“Bang!” Smoke spread from the screen.

“Fuck you! Mah!” Lew shouted enraged.
“I’m gonna kill you right now!”

Just then, the door opened. The men
outside rushed in and ran towards Mah.

Without any hesitation, Mah bent down,
grabbed the dagger, jumped towards Lew,
and knocked him on the face with his elbow.

Lew went down like a lead brick. Mah
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stepped on Lew’s chest with his knee and
pressed the sharp edge of the dagger against
his carotid artery.

A man drew his gun, and pointed it at
Mah'’s head.

“I am a cop! Drop the fucking dagger -
otherwise I'll blow your head off! ” This
guy was lying. Even though he wasn’t in
uniform, he was a cop.

“Don’t shoot! This is not the place to kill
this son of a bitch! Back off!” Lew shouted.

Lew was breathing and sweating heavily
under Mah. His nose and mouth were
bleeding. He stared up at Mah. “Well done!
Mah! I swear to God. I will get you back!
Now you can go!”

The people stood back and made a way
for Mah.

My heart dropped down to a deep, cold, and
dark place after Mah finished his story. Both
Mah and I drank and said nothing.

The air was frozen. Everything was still.

“You should let Lin know this,” 1
suggested, finally breaking the silence.

“No!” Mah shook his head. “She is a
timid girl. 'm afraid she would be scared to
death if she knew this. I am pretty confident
that I’m the only man in her heart. Nobody

can take her away from me.”

“I believe what you say, Mah. But think
about it, Lin was so eager to have the
marriage certificate with you. Why? She
probably knew she would buckle under such
pressure from Lew without it,” I said.

Mah dropped down his head, and he
swallowed his booze. I noticed his face was
getting darker and darker.

“Lew is a very dangerous guy. If he were
just the son of a high-ranking official, or just
a mafia member, then this would not be so
bad. However, he’s obviously involved on
both sides. He can easily put you down
using either the government or the
underground.” 1looked at Mah, worried.

“Don’t fucking look at me like that!
Don’t pity me!” Mah shouted, staring
blankly at me.

He was drunk, very drunk.

(To be continued...)
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Elizabeth Keith (1887-1956) , was a Scottish
artist whose works have been significantly
influenced by her travels to Japan, China, Korea,
and the Philippines. Significant Holdings can be
found at the Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art,
University of Oregon, Eugene. Elizabeth Keith
was a self-taught artist making watercolors and
drawings. And Elizabeth probably would never
have become the artist we know today, if her
sister had not married a publisher in Japan.

N /& Elizabeth Keith FA R E i35 K H)iE
R REVNPE, 1ERATE DR EER
(e H A E SR, g, BEMEE,
MY S (/N ERE e 4 -
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Nebraska Hublic Serfice Commission

November 20, 2017

CERTIFICATION
To Whom h May Concern:
I, Michacl G. Hybl, Executive Director of the Nebraska Public Service Commission, hercby certify that the
enclosed i a true and correct copy of the original order made and entered in the proceeding docketed
OP-0003 on the 20th day of November, 2017. The original order is filed and recorded in the olficial records of
the Commission.
Please dircct any questions concerning this order 1o Nichole Mulcahy, Matural Gas Director, at 402-471-3101.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and affined the Seal of the Nebraska Public
Service Commission, Lincoln, Nebruska, this 20th day of November, 2017.

M%é’

Michasl G, Hybl
Executive Drirecior

RYE CBC HI#RiE, 7EARE EAAmH NS i T KRR Ra b, HEIREIC AR
el EE, 5N AIARSE AT, BIETH UL 3 2 2 SR SR, SRiEiE
it
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“As we stated in our submission to the Nebraska Public Service Commission, this pipeline
will mean greater energy security for alf North Americans by making sure people have
access to Alberta’s responsibly developed energy resources.

“This is another step in our broader effort to bring more Alberta oil to the world, diversify
our markets and maximize the value we as Albertans get. Today, U.S. decision makers
carefully considered a pipeline and granted an approval.

“We continue to urge Canadian decision makers to follow this example so we can have
access to global markets from Canadian ports, supporting good Canadian jobs. While we
are very pleased with Nebraska's approval, it underscores that Canadian regulators need
to keep pace if we are going to build a fruly diversified set of markets.”

I KA AE P B2 #) CEO Tim McMillan XX ANH B R K WG, FREEX 24 inEE R
HI—MNFHEE . B REUR R R ALY -

Marg McCuaig-Boyd @ @MargMcCuaigBoyd 6h
Today's #Keystone XL decision out of Nebraska is good news
for Alberta.

- supports good Il jobs

- increases North American energy security

- another step in broader efforts to diversify markets &
maximize value for Albertansalberta ca/release. cfm?xl. .
#ableg
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SPONSOR

Without you, we wouldn’t be
successful.
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Precision Drilling

Precision Drilling Corporation is the largest drilling rig contractor in Canada, also providing oil field rental
and supplies. Operations expanded from 3 drilling rigs in 1984 to over 240+ drilling rigs and worldwide
operations.

Precision Drilling Ltd - contracting of drilling rigs
Precision Rentals - oilfield and onshore equipment rentals
Precision Well Servicing - completion and workovers for oil wells
Rostel Industries Ltd - manufacturing and repair services for oilfield equipment
LRG Catering Ltd - camp and catering company
Live Well Service Ltd - supplier of snubbing services for completions
Columbia Qilfield Supply Ltd - general supply store to the oilfield service industry
Grey Wolf Drilling - U.S. drilling contractor with 122 rigs (merged in 2008)

http://www.precisiondrilling.com
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Disclaimer

All contents are from Internet and submissions. FLOW magazine
only provides a convenient platform for everyone to read. We
remain neutral on the text. We are not responsible for the
accuracy, reliability or integrity of the contents contained. The
copyright belongs to the original author.
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