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<<FLOW>>, an online literary magazine, is delighted to accept submissions of novels, poems,
fiction, artwork, any other innovative literary work, and articles about petroleum industry. Email

us at editor@aspeoil.ca -
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R A FATE — i 1) H A Fox o AR R i kR T AR o AATE A B ABA ANPE? K9t
MAEN —ANHEIER NN FER . AN A A DN EE—MEA, #HE
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RAES ? SRR L EEM EER N T, AN T HEES R, FRZEEE X
A o TSN RIS R [FIZR o ISR AR AT AR BEAT 7K AN 2 K AR 3 43 s AT
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A X B E KA, IAFITER 2/ NG Z XA E 5
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Country: a nation with its own government, occupying a particular territory.

Nation (1): a large aggregate of people united by common descent, history, culture, or language,
inhabiting a particular country or territory.

Nation (2): a large body of people associated with a particular territory, that is sufficiently
conscious of its unity to seek or to possess a government, particularly its own.

Nation (3): a large area of land that is controlled by its own government.
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Chief Pontiac

* 1763 Ottawa Chief Pontiac
leads a violent campaign
against British settlers in the
Ohio Valley

« Kills 2,000 colonists in
backcountry of Penn, MD, &
VA

* Whites retaliate by passing
out blankets infected with
smallpox

* Britain now feels they must
keep troops in the colonies
to protect against Indian
attacks
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Novel Series Horse 05 (Steven Neu)

Steven Neu, the author of <<Elegy of
American Indians>> published in Canada. He
lives in Calgary with his wife, son, and dog
Ace.

Prologue

Mah is my friend. In Chinese, his family
name Mah means a horse.

He was an engineer, but he lost his job.
He had a girlfriend he loved very much, and
he lost her. He even lost his freedom.

| believe Mah is an untamed wild horse
that comes from Mother Nature. Mah might
lose everything in his life but his spirit is
something that can never be taken from him.

I am writing this book for him.

Chapter 6

Seismic field, night shift, it was dark and
cold.

Chef Lee brought us two barrels of hot
soup and gave each of us a bowl.

Some stood, some squatted - but
everyone welcomed the break and slurped
their soup loudly. | was so cold and hungry.
I quickly ate my soup, stood up, dusted my
butt, and went to get a second helping.

When | stood up, some dirt dropped into
the bowl of another worker who was right
beside me. His name is Big Stick, a man as
strong as a bear and no patience at all.

“Fuck your mom! You put dirt in my
soup,” he shouted as I walked towards Chef
Lee.

“Fuck your mom! It was not on purpose,”
| turned around and said.

“You son of a bitch! Now you eat it. ”
Big Stick grabbed me by the collar and tried
to dump his soup into my mouth. | waved
my hand and his bowl dropped on the
ground. The hot soup splashed and burned
his feet.
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“Fuck!” Big Stick cried out, and then |
felt 1 was airborne. After several spins | was
plunged a few meters like an artillery shell.
Then | hit the ground. | vomited out all the
soup | ate. Big Stick approached me, turned
me face up, sat on my belly, choked me and

slapped my face with his other hand.

| felt dizzy. | saw thousands of palms
dancing in front of my eyes. | heard thunder
rumble in my ears. My face turned from
white to red, like a blooming flower. I
wanted to shout “Help!” but I couldn’t.

Workers were laughing and watching for
a while and finally they dragged Big Stick
away from me. Lying down on the ground, |
was almost half-dead.

“Big Stick! I bet you will be in trouble.
This guy is Mah’s best friend. You beat him
like a dog. Mah will get you back,” a worker
said.

Spitting to the ground, Big Stick said,
“Fuck Mah! If he dares to make trouble with

me, | will beat him up too. I hate these
fucking undergraduates. They know nothing
about their jobs, but in front of us they are as
proud as a cock. | hate them! | fucking hate
them!”

“I don’t like them either, but you really
shouldn’t have beaten this guy up. You are
in big trouble, Man!” A worker said.

“Shut up!” Big Stick yelled.

Mah came to my room after his shift. He
was surprised when he saw me lying in the
bed, eyes and lips swollen, my nose
bleeding.

“Who are you?” he asked.

“It’s me!” I said angrily.

“What happened?”

“I was slapped by fucking Big Stick!”

“Why? Did you say or do something
wrong to him?”

“I guess I shouldn’t have patted my ass.”

“Big Stick slapped your face because you
patted your own ass? Are you sure? Did you
pat his ass too?”

“Fuck why would I pat his ass? I am not

2

gay.
“This is not fair. You patted your own
ass. How come he patted your face? | will
help you get back at him. I will pat his face
for you.” Mah said, storming out.
Mah came to Big Stick’s house and
knocked on his door.
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“Come out here Big Stick! | have
something I wanna talk to you about,” he
shouted.

Big Stick’s roommate stuck his head out
of the window. “Hey! Mah. How are you
today! Big Stick is sleeping. Could you
come back later?” he said.

Mah ignored him.

“Come out, Big Stick! I have something |
wanna talk to you about,” Mah continued to
shout.

More and more excited workers gathered
around. Some guys brought benches and
pots of hot tea, and distributed cigarettes.
Some people started shouting to help Mah
get Big Stick out.

“Come out! Big Stick! Mah has
something he wants to talk to you about,”
they yelled.

Big Stick’s roommate ran away and soon
Captain Ding followed him back in a hurry.

“Mah, Big Stick is my cousin, you know
this, right? Back away and go back to your

"’

room!” Captain Ding demanded.

Mah looked at Captain Ding, noticing the
Party Representative had accompanied him,
too.

“Captain Ding, if you saw my buddy’s
face, you would know I can’t back down
this time. | will beat Big Stick up today no

matter who says what. You owe me once,

remember? We will be even now,” Mah
said.

Captain Ding’s pockmarked face turned
red. Captain Ding used to have an affair
with a lady in a village nearby. He was
caught nude in the bed with the lady by her
husband. Captain Ding struggled to get
away. The angry villagers chased after him
with a piece of pipe, knives, and axes in
their hands. Captain Ding was beaten to the
ground several times, crying, pleading, and
bleeding. Captain Ding would have been
dead if Mah hadn’t fought the villagers off,
but he was injured badly during the fight.
Mah was highly respected by the
roughnecks because of this.

The Party Representative’s face seemed
to be very serious, but Mah could tell from
his voice that he was as excited as other
workers.

“Mah, Big Stick was in the wrong. He
shouldn’t have beaten up your buddy. It is
understandable to want revenge. However,
Big Stick is Captain Ding’s cousin. Have
you thought about the position you are
putting your boss in?” the Party
Representative said.

Mah knew that he was pouring oil on the
fire. The Party Representative didn’t like
Captain Ding and expected Mah to
challenge him.
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Mah gave the Party Representative a
disgusted glance, but said nothing.

Captain Ding felt awkward and got mad.
He turned around and shouted at the door,
“Fuck you Big Stick! If you had the courage
to beat Mah’s friend, you should have the
courage to face Mah now. Come out! Don’t
be a pussy!”

The door was opened. Big Stick walked
out, with a shovel in his hand. “Fuck you!
Mabh! I will kill you today!”” he shouted.

Captain Ding jumped in front of Big
Stick, grabbed his shovel and threw it on the
ground. “Don’t you feel shame doing this?
Does Mah take anything with him? Be a

"’

man, fight him equally!” Captain Ding cried

out.

Following the rhythm of the workers’
laughter and clapping, Mah knocked Big
Stick down quickly. He sat on his chest,

choked him, and slapped his face repeatedly.

White foam and red blood flew out of Big
Stick’s mouth. He pretended he had fainted.

Mah stood up and walked to Captain
Ding, “Captain Ding, I know I offended you
just now. I really didn’t mean it. In fact, I
highly respect you. You know this. To
apologize, | want to buy you and your
cousin a dinner in a very decent restaurant.
Party Representative, if you like, you can
join us for a drink.”

Captain Ding’s face was as cold as ice.
He was smoking and didn’t respond. The
Party Representative obviously was not
happy about Mah’s attitude to Captain Ding.

“You make me sick! Who do you think
you are? I won’t join you,” he said, looking
at Mah straight in the eyes.

Mah did not say anything; he glanced at
him, raised his head, and walked away.

(To be continued...)
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First Oil Well in Western Canada National
Historic Site
@ Parks Canada

The Discovery of Oil in Canada

In 1858, James Miller Williams’ Line No. 1 became the first successful oil well in North America. Located
in Qil Springs, Ontario, the well sparked an oil drilling frenzy that spread across the country. In the west,
attempts to bore for oil occurred in the Lac Dauphin district of Manitoba and near the town of
Athabasca, although neither produced.

Oil in the Mountains

In 1889, oil seeps known to Aboriginal people in Southern Alberta attracted the attention of pioneer
communities. Enthusiastic newspaper reports fuelled a flurry of petroleum claims in the Waterton
region. Within five years, the few attempts to sink wells had ended in failure and almost all of the oil
claims had lapsed. Nearly a decade after the initial excitement, William Aldridge found the oil he'd
gathered from local seeps useful. Skimming it from sluice boxes and selling it locally as lubricant and
medicine, he was the first to utilize the seeps commercially.

Striking Oil — Western Canada’s First Oil Well

In 1897, John Lineham established a mineral claim beside Qil Creek, and formed the Rocky Mountain
Development Company. The company hauled heavy equipment on a narrow horse trail over the prairie
and through the mountains. Workers erected a "Canadian Pole" rig, made entirely of wood, and
powered by a 35 horse-power steam boiler. Drilling progressed slowly due to equipment problems,
inexperience and accidents. In 1902, the Lineham Discovery Well No. 1 struck oil at 311 m (1,020 ft), and
was said to produce 300 barrels a day.
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Although not the first attempt to drill for oil in Western Canada, the Lineham Discovery Well was the
first to produce saleable quantities of oil. While encouraging, its success was short-lived. Shortly after,
the well casing failed and the drilling tools became lodged in the well. In 1904, with most of the tools
and debris cleaned out of the well, the crew installed a pump to feed a small refinery. About 8,000
barrels of oil were extracted before the drill tools jammed in the shaft again.

Excitement and Expansion

The showing of the “Discovery Well” generated excitement and attracted entrepreneurs and new
companies to the region, eager to share in the wealth of oil anticipated. Approximately 25 new wells
were drilled in the area and plans were laid for a prosperous town named Qil City to service all the
newcomers. By 1908, drilling was at a standstill, and most wells were abandoned.

The Future of Oil in Waterton

Despite a few scattered drilling attempts which stretched until 1939, none proved to be commercially
viable. Other significant findings, notably the Dingman No. 1 at Turner Valley in 1914, drew attention
and equipment north. The Waterton region proved fruitless as a source of commercial oil and gas until
the discovery of the Pincher Creek oil field in 1948.

National Significance

In 1965, the Discovery Well was declared a site of national historic significance and designated the “First
Oil Well in Western Canada.” A monument incorporating the embedded drilling tools was designed
specifically for the site and erected in 1968. The monument is located in Waterton Lakes National Park,
Alberta, between Cameron Creek and the Akamina Highway.

Fast Fact 1: In the late 19th century, products distilled from crude oil were valuable primarily for their
use as a lubricant, medicine for people and insect repellent for livestock. John Lineham, founder of the
Rocky Mountain Development Company was initially interested in oil to treat mange on livestock.

Fast Fact 2: Geologists believe the first oil strikes in Waterton were due to small seepages that migrated
to the surface along cracks and fault planes of the Lewis Overthrust. This is a vast sheet of Pre-Cambrian
rock too old to produce oil, which stretches above much younger oil-bearing Cretaceous rock.
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Disclaimer

All contents are from Internet and submissions. FLOW magazine
only provides a convenient platform for everyone to read. We
remain neutral on the text. We are not responsible for the
accuracy, reliability or integrity of the contents contained. The
copyright belongs to the original author.
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